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Marijuana enhances our mind in a way that 
enables us to take a different perspective from 

‘high up’, to see and evaluate our own lives and  
the lives of others in a privileged way. Maybe 

this euphoric and elevating feeling of the ability 
to step outside the box and to look at 

life’s patterns from this high perspective is the 
inspiration behind the slang term “high” itself.

 Sebastian Marincolo

Contributing Artists/Writers: The usual gang 
of stoners. The names and characters used 
in High! Canada are fictitious except when 
identified as real in interviews, stories and 
other types of interesting and factual articles. 
Any similarity without satirical purpose to a 
living person is completelycoincidental unless 
permission was given. 

High! Canada is not responsible for the 
actions, services or quality of the products 
and services advertised within. We will not 
knowingly support unethical practices of 
any advertiser or contributor. High! Canada 
does not support the illegal use of any of the 
products or services mentioned within no 
matter how cool or life changing they may be. 
High! Canada assumes no responsibility for 
any claims or representations contained in 
this publication. All material presented within 
is intended for entertainment purposes only 
unless of course you find it educational. All 
rights reserved. 

Printed and produced proudly in Canada. 
For more information on HIGH! Canada  

please email us  
at highcanadamagazine@gmail.com

Cy Williams
PUBLISHER
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The cannabis community in Canada is a 
social one, one that would like to gather in 
groups and celebrate successful seasons and 
good harvests and I’ve seen this happen for 
years all over the country. This is an im-
portant time of year and it’s important to 
remember exactly how important it really is. 
Around Thanksgiving I like to give thanks 
for all the blessings and all the good things 
that have happened to me in my life, to my 
family, to my friends and I also try to pay it 
forward a little bit.

 I LOVE THE HARVEST TIME AND I 
LOVE ALL THE EXCITEMENT AROUND 
THE DINING ROOM TABLES AS WE  
ENJOY GETTING TOGETHER WITH 
OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES OVER 
GOOD SMOKE, GOOD FOOD AND 
EVEN BETTER INFUSED DESERTS.

This is the time to reach into your pock-
ets and contribute to your favorite char-
itable organization. This is the time to 
organize a food, clothing or toy drive in 
your community storefront - this is your 
time to find out what your community is 
lacking in and step up to work with your 
community to make it happen. This is 
the time to get out there and give back 
to your community and to the commu-
nities you serve and let’s not fool our-
selves for a second to think that we do 
not serve. From the people who work in 
the dispensaries who serve patients daily 
to the medical professionals and health 
care practitioners to the growers to the 
advocates, activists and lobbyists who 
work day and day out to ensure patients 
and people get the best possible care and 
access to treatment options that are right 
for them - these people serve and the 
people who fight everyday to move can-
nabis reform ahead serve just as hard in 
their own way.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 56

I LOVE  
THE AUTUMN.

Cy Williams
@cyriljwilliams on Twitter
@cyriljameswilliams on Instagram
Contemporary visual artist, cannabis 
advocate, cultural visionary, father, friend, 
lover, brother, son, herder of cats, uncle, 
rebel leader, publisher and mortal enemy
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While Sam was there he accumulated close to 1000 signatures but the battle has really only just 
begun. Sam is currently in Toronto promoting the Royal Commission and educating his com-
munity and the general public as a whole on what the Royal Commission is all about. He has 
been ceaselessly bringing Canadians up to speed on the corruption, cohesion and disobedi-
ence that currently exists as public safety is seriously at risk. This is Sam’s biggest concern - that 
of Public safety - illegal dispensaries, unregulated storefronts, municipalities currently have 
absolutely no jurisdiction as they are being federally regulated with no provincial bylaws and 
no funding from the federal gov to assist the provinces and the municipalities in enforcing any 
bylaws, rules or regulation.  What will happen now is that taxes will have to go up across the 
board to implement and allocate for new enforcement, public safety issues and infrastructure.

Sam is planning to head to the east coast on an educational tour in the fall and he hopes to in-
spire Canadians and gather support for this very important issue - which of course is an official 
Call for a Royal Commission into the corruption in all three levels of Government - especially 
the Federal government who appear to has vested interest in the current Cannabis industry. 
In his opinion, Sam feels that the Federal Government should not have vested interest in the 
Canadian cannabis industry and that the political favoritism that we have been seeing that 
this cannot continue. The money laundering is put into a structure that is put in the form of a 
Public Private Partnership - which in turn leads up to not knowing where the money is being 
spent - We need transparency - as Canadians we need absolute transparency when it comes to 
government spending. A lot of what has been going on looks a lot like money laundering and/
or misappropriation of funds and it cannot continue.

With our last federally elected Conservative party - transparency was a major issue and this 
has not changed with the current Liberal government. This is the real reason why we need 
a Royal Commission into the corruption and disobedience into the previous Conservative  
government and the current Liberal government.

We caught up with Sam Mellace after the LIFT Expo.

Next step is to engage an official government petition with a 
sponsor. We plan on ramping up and organizing efforts in  
Toronto over the next two weeks. 

Sign up at https://cannacom.ca to join in.
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CANNABIS AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE

BRUCE RYAN

PHYTOREMEDIATION (FROM ANCIENT GREEK  

ΦΥΤΟ (PHYTO), MEANING “PLANT”, AND LATIN  

REMEDIUM, MEANING “RESTORING BALANCE”). 

An elegant and appropriate word for our times. This little gem first appeared on my radar after 
the Chernobyl disaster of 1986. An article in a science journal stated that an (un-named) plant 
was being used to draw radioactive particles out of the soil to clean areas around the site. Turns 
out they were using cannabis for it’s ability to reach deep into the ground and collect heavy 
metals in the foliage above for collection and disposal. This cleans the soil of radioactive par-
ticles. Very interesting. Sounds like the same tactic should be used around Fukushima today.

What is even far more fascinating is the idea that cannabis can be applied to phytoremediation 
of the atmosphere as well. Cannabis is an ancient species that evolved when the planet was 
running at 1200ppm CO2 levels. Probably dating back to the Eocene Epoch 32 million years 
ago. This means that it can draw carbon dioxide out of the air at massive rate. Cannabis can 
use CO2 at 3x atmospheric levels… up to 1200ppm. It exhales oxygen. Plants simply grows 
larger & faster as the CO2 levels rise. The rapid growth process stores up to 30% of the entire 
bio-mass in the soil in the form of roots. Using the fibre & seed from the crop also captures 
CO2. Creating products virtually out of thin air by using agricultural phytoremediation. Tons 
per acre. Captured or ‘sequestered’, as they say, for decades. Industrial cannabis (hemp) also 
tends to improve the farmland at the same time. Better yet, cannabis can be grown on marginal 
or “ruined” farmland where other crops do not grow very well. Remember the heavy metals 
mentioned above? Cannabis can grow where the land has been over farmed, over fertilized and 
the top soil ruined. This stuff will grow in drought conditions where all else fails or requires 
heavy irrigation.

10 HIGH! CANADA CANNABIS BUSINESS & CULTURE
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Applied to the critical problem of rising 
global CO2 levels, cannabis is a natural 
solution. Literally atmospheric phytoreme-
diation on a global scale. There is nothing 
quite like it. Bamboo grows quickly in tropi-
cal environments but not so well in temper-
ate zones. Algae may come close, but it’s not 
nearly as much fun. The ability to sequester 
gigatons of carbon dioxide simply and easily 
~ at a low cost ~ sounds like a winner, right? 
Farmers from the entire world communi-
ty could begin tomorrow. Everyone with a 
small plot of land up to vast hectares of the 
prairies can easily grow cannabis. Profitable 
as well. Organic seed sells out every year. 
The industrial benefits & products might 
even outweigh the objective of capturing 
CO2. Climate change folks talk about “re-
ducing emissions” or a semi-fictional “car-
bon tax”. Fewer yet have suggested capturing 
the carbon. The very few high technology 
projects running are vanishing small and 
show little promise for a global problem. 
Sucking the carbon dioxide directly out of 
the atmosphere with plant technology is just 
so elegant. Why is no one talking about this 
except the true believers? Oh yeah. I forgot. 
The worlds’ elite prohibitionists and govern-
mentals don’t like cannabis. Neither do the 
corporate globalists. From petrochemical 
companies to cement manufacturing, the 
impetus to go “green” has little financial in-
centive. Here in Canada, where cannabis has 
been legal (as “hemp”) since 1998, the rules 

and restrictions are quite draconian. After 
twenty years, one would think that indus-
trial hemp would be far more developed. 
Well, we can’t have farmers producing high 
value crops and people growing their own 
food, clothing & shelter, now can we? Can-
nabis just doesn’t quite fit the corporate 
agenda.

Cannabis agriculture, taken to industrial 
levels, has implications which reach deep 
into many other sectors of the economy. 
Massive amounts of stalk material are 
being used in cement mixtures to build 
houses in Europe: hempcrete. Composite 
panels, roof shingles, insulation, carpets, 
drapes, plastics and more are all be man-
ufactured from this one crop - right now. 
Every home built using industrial can-
nabis would capture tons of CO2 for de-
cades. A thesis presented around some of 
these ideas was published by Marc Deeley 
at University of Strathclyde in 2000. The 
Hemp Industries Association circulat-
ed the idea here via the Canadian Hemp 
Trade Alliance in 2004. Estimates of car-
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bon bio-mass sequestration were verified by 
the Manitoba Department of Agriculture in 
2006. Later the idea was sent off to the Vir-
gin Earth Challenge in 2007. Today in 2016, 
a mere 100,000 acres are cultivated in Cana-
da. A drop in the bucket. Used as diesel fuel 
or processed into ethanol, cannabis produc-
tion would skyrocket. Did someone men-
tion pulp & paper and deforestation? Tip 
of the iceberg. Manufacturing housing and 
household products from industrial hemp 
would capture untold billions of tons of car-
bon. Imagine. Fifteen years later we could be  
doing a global countdown as CO2 levels 
drop below 350ppm.

Apparently the stigma from decades of pro-
hibition has tainted the waters. A number 
of years ago, at the launch of the Canadian 
Hemp Trade Association in 2003, the scene 
of cannabis advocates and representatives 
from Agriculture Canada mingling together 
was amazing. I had a sense that this juxtapo-
sition was not quite what anyone expected. 
A collection of ganja-nation true believers 
meeting government gentlemen in suits with 
briefcases who were saying, “Wow, check 
out this crop potential”. Agriculture Canada 
is still trying wrest control of cannabis away 
from Health Canada all these years later with 
little success. The sheer size and scope of the 
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The Green Ceiling is a 19+ cannabis vapour lounge that aims to provide a friendly 
environment for the community to come together to socialize. We strive to provide our 
visitors with a calm space which promotes positive engagements, a space where culture 

and comfort are our highest priorities.

There is a 9×9 foot stage with a PA set up and are now inviting artists & musicians of all 
types to come and perform in our cannabis friendly venue!

The Green Ceiling has a 250sq foot boardroom available to rent for; Cannabis Meetings, 
Lectures, Seminars, Staff Parties, Private Classes, Yoga, Meditation, & Exercise
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funding, investment and development re-
quired to build a new industry eluded most 
of the attendees at the time. Today I under-
stand that a Chinese company has invested 
$36 million to build a fibre processing plant 
in Alberta. That is approximately the value of 
the entire Canadian seed grain market annu-
ally. This is just a bare beginning of what is 
required. Manufacturing facilities that reach 
into several critical sectors are need on a na-
tional scale.

I have a vision. Capturing billions of tons of 
CO2 from the air. Phytoremediation of our 
atmosphere, our farmlands and contaminat-
ed regions is a rather bold vision. It is a global 
vision. Someone should inform the UN Cli-
mate Convention folks in Paris that the ganja 
nation has presented a logical solution to the 
problem. Capturing the carbon is essential.  
This perspective and the original thesis re-
search can be found in a PDF format here 
 

on: CannaCom.ca https://www.cannacom.
ca/cannabis-world-research  This is a very 
straight forward proposition. Anyone can 
participate. This solution can be started now, 
today. One that can be employed world wide. 
One that you can help launch by sharing this 
vision. One that you can do, right now. Vote 
with your dollars. Buy hemp products.

This enitire global solution requires only 
one simple act: REPEAL PROHIBITION ~ 
all the way from the UN on down; for every 
nation, for every citizen on our planet. Then 
we would have a method to actually reduce 
CO2 ~ pull it directly from the atmosphere 
and capture the carbon. Then we would de-
velop new products & industries to use the 
carbon as food, clothing, fuel & shelter. Then 
we would restore balance to our air & to our 
land. Our children will then live in a world 
where the Tree of Life is free once again. Like 
the word means: plant restoring balance.
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INTERVIEWS WITH
WOMEN FORGING 
A CANNABIS FUTURE

WOMEN  
IN WEED

HIGH! CANADA RECENTLY SAT DOWN WITH HAMILTON,  
ONTARIO RESIDENT, CANNA-ENTREPRENEUR AND WOMAN IN WEED - 
STEPHANIE HEARTSONG FROM IDEAL VAPES & VAPE FUSIONS. 

Can you tell us about yourself and what 
you do?

I’m Stephanie  Heartsong and I’m into the 
medicinal aspect of dealing with vapes. 
Not only at Ideal Vapes - do we help people 
switch from smoking to vaping, we now are 
really invested in helping people with medic-
inal marijuana alternatives and we have cre-
ated Vape Fusions as a result. For those peo-
ple who have not really come into the world 
of vaporizing yet we can also use all of these 
blends that have psychoactive ingredients 
in them as teas. You can do mediation with 
your vaporizer or with a tea as well.

You have such a lovely selection of teas 
available I know this issue we are going to 
be reviewing your tea called Bohdi Bliss - 
can you tell us about that blend?

It is a meditative blend. It really connects 
with your stillness. Shamans have been us-
ing the active ingredients for generations for 
lucid dreaming. Mullen leaf makes it blend-
able to be smoked with as well. Its so much 
healthier and no toxins are consumed while 
smoking. 
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What got you into cannabis culture?

The cannabis culture relation I have is to-
wards helping people who struggle with ad-
diction. Its risk management, I was coach-
ing in a company called Innerlife Solutions 
and exposed to shamanic training. I love to 
create this as an alternative that can be used 
with medical marijuana or it can be used for 
pure enjoyment. All of these recipes were di-
vined. We actually have a Deva that we work 
with to co create these blends.  These recipes 
have been changed according to those co cre-
ative sessions and meditation on how they’ve 
been done. That’s why the flower of life is so  

important to me; it’s the essence of Mother 
Nature and she has to offer us. This is a spir-
itual line of alternatives for a new generation 
of cannabis users. 

Do you have any advice to give other wom-
en trying to enter the cannabis industry?

Make it about helping and being of service 
to people opposed to forcing your message 
towards them. Hold a space for their own 
healing and co create.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28



18 HIGH! CANADA CANNABIS BUSINESS & CULTURE

High! Canada had the opportunity recently 
to attend a City of Victoria, British Colum-
bia City Council meeting that addressed the 
third reading of a new bylaw that attempts 
to circumvent the federal government and 
begins to regulate dispensaries and other 
cannabis-based businesses within the city 
of Victoria. There were five minute time-
slots during the meeting for city of Victoria 
residents to stand up and speak their mind - 
there were some negative and there were a lot 
more positive - in attendance and standing 
up to speak were a who’s who of West coast 
Cannabis culture. One of those people who 
got up to speak caught High! Canada’s eye 
in a big way. Software developer and Sales 
Representative Andre Raphael  stood up and 
presented City of Victoria council with a few 
technological methods of better regulating 
the business of storefront cannabis sales.

We sat down with Andre after the Council 
meeting and asked him to tell us about the 
experience. 

Q: So Andre? What led you up to the point 
where you stood up and addressed the City of 
Victoria? Can you recap here what you said 
to Council?

I just started as a new sales person for a lo-
cal business solutions company. I was head 
hunted by a client of mine when I worked at 
the car dealership. It was around the same 
time dozens of cannabis dispensaries sprung 
up out of the blue! We had licenses to sell the 
best liquor store inventory management sys-
tems and had technology solutions to assist 
those clients down to a science so I asked we 
had something or could develop software 
for the emerging cannabis industry. The 
next day I am told we have a software that 
has been regularly updated over the past few 
years that’s currently being used and evolved 
by the cannabis industry in the U.S. Howev-
er this software was developed in Vancou-
ver, Canada and all information is stored in 
Canada out of reach of the patriot act. The 
only problem is that it didn’t have a name or 
a brand identity. This was about a month ago 

HARBOUR POS
AN INTERVIEW WITH ANDRE RAPHAEL

NEW TECHNOLOGY
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AN INTERVIEW WITH ANDRE RAPHAEL

NEW TECHNOLOGY
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before the public hearing. I wasn’t prepared 
to speak but I knew I had to say something to 
get the legalization process going. It seemed 
to me that the federal government is offering 
little to virtually no guidance to how these 
cannabis dispensaries in Victoria are going 
to be regulated and it’s up to the city of Vic-
toria to figure out how. I have here a software 
that can monitor everything imaginable 
that’s to do with cannabis dispensaries from 
storefront point of sale to RFID tracked ship-
ments that also flawlessly manages inventory 
and can provide real time reports. I assumed 
the next step in the process of legalizing can-
nabis would be to have an effective means of 
tracking the product and providing financial 
oversight into where the money is going to 
and I can’t imagine it being much differ-
ent from ensuring compliance with liquor 
stores. From hearing the many complaints 
about cannabis dispensaries at the hearing 
I was compelled to say something to aid in 
the solution of regulating dispensaries to let 
them know that regulatory oversight in can-
nabis dispensary operations is a possibility 
right now. If we are the trailblazing model 
for the rest of Canada to follow then let’s set 
the standard high.

Q: You recently attended the Lift Expo in 
Vancouver - what were your thoughts on the 
Expo - Any observations you would like to 
make on this blossoming new industry? Liv-
ing and working in Victoria must present its 

own set of challenges - what can you tell us 
about the way dispensaries are starting to 
take to self-regulatory behavior? Are you see-
ing any interest in this type of technological 
stepping stone? A seed to sale software plat-
form could be exactly what the entire dispen-
sary industry needs in order to step success-
fully out of the shadows and step away from 
access to youth and take cannabis business 
into the next level? What do you think?

I think the Lift Expo was a fantastic network-
ing event! It resembled a science fair and I 
was surprised  and relieved to see all the cur-
rent advancements in technology related to 
make medicinal cannabis safer to consume. 
It’s great to see how this emerging industry 
has created hundreds and soon to be thou-
sands of new jobs. I was very ecstatic to see 
all the different sectors of industry beginning 
to emerge from production to scientific test-
ing methods. I think we as a society are just 
beginning to truly understand the healing 
potential cannabis has to offer us. I look for-
ward to a prospering industry benefiting ev-
ery Canadian. For someone who doesn’t like 
the high from smoking cannabis but could 
benefit from it medically I was very relieved 
to see the different products cannabis can be 
infused with to help with pain relief. From 
the scientific breakthroughs to the jobs being 
created and patients being helped, it makes 
me happy to take part in and contribute to 
the industry moving forward.
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CANADA’S CANNABIS DYSTOPIA
STATE OF THE UNION :

While the rest of the world looks to Canada as a future leader in the cannabis industry, praises 
us for our forward-looking and progressive views, and seems to idolize Prime Minister Boy-
friend even more than we do here at home, the reality is less pretty. In fact, it’s an utter mess.

Some cities in BC are trying to move forward, but hampered by the ongoing continuation of 
prohibition, it will be a long time before we see such amazing initiatives as in Berkeley, with 
mandated subsidies for low income patients, or Oregon’s attempt to offer drug war parity. 
For every approved dispensary license in Oregon, another is granted to those with cannabis 
charges, or from communities that have been overly targeted in the drug war. While much is 
made of the toll this has taken on African-Americans, here in Canada, our native population 
toils under a similar burden. In my own little dream world, I see Native American reserves 
running their own dispensaries, and using the proceeds to offer wellness centre’s that could 
focus on this own traditional healers and techniques. I see tribe-specific proprietary strains 
and the rebuilding of intertribal trade networks around these strains, being used not only for 
medicine, or to to reduce alcohol consumption, but in the use of building materials and other 
uses that could significantly improve the quality of life on reservations.

Instead, we are told that prohibition will continue, until it doesn’t. And we see what is likely 
more money being spent on cannabis enforcement in the last year than in the last ten com-
bined. Project Claudia’s budget alone will put this over the top, and meanwhile, Toronto still 
has dispensaries, and the raids haven’t slowed the opening of dispensaries in Ontario one bit. 
Ottawa is now estimated to have fifteen dispensaries, and while the media and likely the Liber-
als themselves, see this as a slight to Trudeau, a rush to open businesses before they can intro-
duce legislation, and many have laid the blame on Trudeau’s election promise of legalization.

Outside of BC, from Halifax to Saskatoon, dispensaries have been shuttered and reopened for 
a decade. And no one in law enforcement has seemed to realize that there is no shortage of 
product. Despite the massive growth of outlets in BC and Ontario over the last couple years, 
there has been no shortage of cannabis. Despite the rising popularity of concentrates and ex-
tracts requiring larger amounts of cannabis, there has been no shortage. Blocking brick-and-
mortar sales outlets has done absolutely nothing to slow the production and distribution of 
cannabis outside of Health Canada channels.





24 HIGH! CANADA CANNABIS BUSINESS & CULTURE



25HIGH! CANADACANNABIS BUSINESS & CULTURE

The federal government ran on a campaign 
that promised to strengthen the middle class, 
create jobs and opportunity for small busi-
ness, focus on environmentally sustainable 
practices and work on beginning to repair 
their relationship with First Nation people’s. 
Many of us in this industry read the above 
as one fluid thing, where each piece can help 
the other, but listening to our leaders makes 
clear they think each issue exists on its own, 
in a vacuum.

Not only has there been no guidance to the 
legalization task force on these specific is-
sues, the government itself remains focused 
on ‘restricting access’. It is an interesting idea: 
when public opinion and industry momen-
tum have led to governments increasingly 
willing to legalize cannabis, they have decid-
ed to use legalization to enforce the same ide-
ology as prohibition: drugs are bad m’okay.

The focus on public health has not included 
cannabis as a substitute for harder or more 
harmful substances such as alcohol. There 
has been no discussion on how naturally 
prepared remedies including cannabis can 
replace pharmaceuticals from oxycodone 
to aspirin, or big brand products such as 
Gravol. There has been absolutely no discus-
sion on how the reintegration of cannabis to 
Canadian society can benefit public health, it 
has simply been focused on reducing harm. 
And our government seems to think that to 
reducing harm, you need to reduce access.

The problem of isolating an issue, and believ-
ing it can be dealt with in a vacuum is from 
the same line of thought that believes the 
removal of a single compound from a plant 
medicine, pressed into a pill, can be more 
effective than the plant itself. While this is 
certainly true for some substances, others 
have proven this theory doesn’t hold. A thing 
isolated and studied on its own, in isolation, 
does not correspond to how that thing will 
react in the diaspora of the real world.

Even more profoundly ignorant of the actu-
al issues is the idea that government is even 
capable of restricting access by continuing 
to ignore the massive industry outside of 
their tightly-controlled regime. When some 
Licensed Producers argue for full control of 
cannabis distribution, others are well aware 
that it is exactly this desire for control that 
has led to the problem of unregulated indus-
try. It’s like cupping water in your hand, and 
making a fist to prevent it from leaking out.

So while we wait with hope and baited breath 
to see what recommendations will make it 
out of the legalization task force to the ear of 
government, there is a growing concern that 
we are going to continue to get it wrong. And 
little reason to believe we won’t.
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THE HIGH CANADA TEAM  
RECENTLY SAT DOWN WITH ONE 
OF CANADA’S MOST WONDERFUL  
WOMAN IN WEED. THIS MONTH 
WE INTERVIEWED M.E. FROM 
EXTREME INFUSIONS. M.E. WILL 
SOON BE A FEATURED COLUM-
NIST IN HIGH! CANADA AND WE  
CANNOT WAIT TO SEE WHAT 
KIND OF COOL INFORMATION 
AND NEWS SHE WILL BE BRINGING 
US IN TERMS OF CANNABIS NEWS 
AND CULTURE FROM CANADA’S 
EAST COAST!

So M.E. Can you tell us a bit about how did 
you got into the industry?

So I’ve been using medicinal marijuana since 
I was 15. I had successfully had a suicide at-
tempt that I was brought back from. Nine 
months later my mom sent me to Spain on 
a youth exchange program. That’s where I 
first discovered hash it literally changed my 
life. That was one of the first times I found 
relief from suicidal ideas. It was the first time 
I really had an appetite and was able to sleep 
well.  When I returned to Canada,  I contin-
ued to use medicinal marijuana and contin-
ued activism on the east coast.  

Take us back to the East Coast - you men-
tioned being involved in activism from your 
days on the east coast - can you tell us about 
that?

I grew up in Prince Edward Island, which 
is quite small, and people at the time were 
very close-minded to medicinal marijuana.
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People just assumed I smoked weed all day 
with a bunch of hippies. I was actually work-
ing with a group at the time called Mobili-
zation For Globalization. We were working 
together at the time after the Seattle protests. 
I started my work with them doing political 
activism; we did teachings and many other 
projects together. That’s how I initially got 
started with activism and then over time I 
started working with people with disabilities. 
So I got brought into the health care side of 
things as well. I have worked in social justice 
as well for the last 16 years. 

Can you tell us more about Extreme  
Infusions?

Yes, I’m half owner of a company called Ex-
treme Infusions and what we do is we bring 
farm fresh maple syrup and honey that is lo-
cal to Toronto that is infused with activated 
straight bud and activated keif. We bring it 
to the market. We spend lots of time on the 
farm and very specific of the strains we use. 
Lots of time, effort and love goes into the 
process. I have been cooking with cannabis 
for 12 years now. 

As a woman in the cannabis community 
have you faced any challenges and how have 
you overcome them if so?

I definitely have encountered issues over the 
years. I think a big thing that women face in 
the cannabis industry is a lot of people per-
ceive the industry as a male dominated in-
dustry.  I think a lot of women in the indus-
try have faced sexualization on some level at 
some point. I think the main thing to keep 
in mind in those situations is to remain calm 
and keep your dignity intact as well as keep-
ing yourself safe. 

Do you have any advice to give to women 
getting into the cannabis industry? 

I think its very important for women to keep 
in mind that it doesn’t necessarily have to be 
divisionary. I think that it’s really important 
to realize that majority of people in the can-
nabis community are very open and honest 
as long as you’re asking the right questions.  I 
think its very important for women in weed, 
and everyone in the industry to be asking the 
right questions and making sure they have 
the same values and ethics in mind for where 
they’re going with their ideas. It’s about 
building good relationships in general with 
both genders. 
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High! Canda recently caught up with Tamara 
Hirsh;  the owner of a new and unique chain 
of Cannabis-based health and wellness cen-
ters called Pacifico Life. Pacifico takes pride 
in providing a safe and informed decision 
to medicinal cannabis patients. Behind the 
scenes, Tamara is continually working with 
municipal, provincial and federal levels of 
government in order to make Pacifico a pos-
itive staple in the medical community. 

Tamara is a kind and welcoming soul. We 
always enjoy popping in to visit her busy 
downtown storefront. Always bustling with 
activity, the incredibly knowledgeable staff 
always  provide medical cannabis patients 

with a positive and friendly experience. Ta-
mara and her staff are very well informed on 
all things canna in their community. 

Tamara’s mission, through Pacifico, is to 
continually provide an informed and edu-
cated solution for medical cannabis patients. 
By lab testing all their product and sourcing 
only premium products, Pacifico seeks to 
provide a natural path towards health and 
wellness.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 49
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As a youth, Tommy Chong moved with his 
family to Calgary, settling in a conservative 
neighborhood Chong has referred to in 
the past as “Dog Patch”. By the early 1960s, 
Chong was playing guitar for a Calgary soul 
group called The Shades. The Shades moved 
to Vancouver, British Columbia, where the 
band’s name changed to “Little Daddy & 
The Bachelors”. 

Chong opened a Vancouver nightclub in 
1963. Formerly the Alma Theatre - they 
renamed it “Blue Balls”. They brought in the 
Ike & Tina Turner Revue, which had never 
been to Vancouver before. Little Daddy & 
The Bachelors built up a small following  
before changing their name to Bobby Taylor 
& the Vancouvers.

ONE TOKE  
AT A TIME 
Thomas B. Kin “Tommy” Chong  is 
a celebrated Canadian-American 
comedian, actor, writer, director, 
activist, and musician. He is very 
well known around the globe for his 
marijuana-themed Cheech & Chong 
comedy albums and movies co-star-
ring Cheech Marin, as well as play-
ing the iconic character Leo on Fox’s 
That ‘70s Show. He became a natu-
ralized United States citizen in the 
late 1980s.

SAVING THE WORLD

A HIGH! CANADA CHAT WITH TOMMY CHONG
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SAVING THE WORLD

 THOMAS B. KIN
“TOMMY” CHONG
A CELEBRATED  
INDIVIDUAL
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Chong co-wrote and performed on many 
Cheech & Chong comedy albums, two of 
which were nominated for Best Comedy 
Album at the Grammy Awards. He also 
directed four of the duo’s films, while 
co-writing and starring in all seven with 
Cheech Marin. 

Cheech & Chong, while a very successful 
comedy act, split in 1985 due to creative 
differences and Marin’s desire to focus on 
a mainstream acting career. This began a 
difficult time for Chong. He did not act 
regularly until filling the recurring role 
(later a regular role) as the fun-loving, 
aging hippie “Leo” (similar to his Chong 
character) on That ‘70s Show. Chong was 
absent during the fifth and sixth seasons 
of the show as he was serving a brief jail 
sentence; upon his release, he returned to 
the series for it’s final two seasons. He also 
played a role in Dharma and Greg.

In September 2005, a/k/a Tommy Chong 
premiered at the Toronto Internation-
al Film Festival. The documentary was 
produced, written and directed by Josh 
Gilbert and chronicles Chong’s comedic 
and personal history. It includes material 
related to his prosecution by the US Jus-
tice Department and imprisonment. The 
project features interviews with Cheech 
Marin, Bill Maher, George Thorogood, 
Peter Coyote, Lou Adler, Eric Schlosser 
and Jay Leno. 
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In September , 2014, Chong was announced 
as one of the celebrities participating on the 
19th season of Dancing with the Stars. He 
paired with professional dancer Peta Mur-
gatroyd. Despite being at the bottom of the 
leader board numerous times, Chong and 
Murgatroyd were able to make it to the night 
of the semi-finals but were eliminated at the 
end of that night. Chong is the oldest con-
testant to have made it to the semi-finals of 
the show.

Tommy Chong has become one of the 
world’s most recognized marijuana activ-
ist and wholeheartedly supports legalizing 
the plant’s use. He is a regular contributor 
to Cannabis Culture Magazine and sits on 
the NORML (National Organization for the  
Reform of Marijuana Laws) advisory board.

High! Canada recently had the opportunity 
to chat with Tommy.

Tommy you have come a long way in your 
career - and now you are coming back to 
Vancouver as it’s prodigal son - as a celebrat-
ed Canadian cannabis icon. I understand 
you will be a very special guest speaker at the 
upcoming International Cannabis Business 
Conference in October in Vancouver. 

Can you tell me a little more about what led 
you down the path of seasoned cannabis ac-
tivist?

In 1957 or 1958 a Chinese jazz musician by 
the name of Raymond came back from Los 
Angeles to Calgary, where I grew up. He gave 
me two presents; he gave me a joint of mari-
juana and a Lenny Bruce album. I was in high 
school at the time, but I went to this little jazz 
club so I put the joint in my pocket and Ray-
mond lit this other joint and that was my first 
taste of the reefer. I smoked cigarettes at the 
time so smoking wasn’t new to me but I took 
a couple of tokes. He put on a record for me 
and I had such a psychedelic moment it still 
lives fresh in my mind. I could see a women 
sitting looking out a window in a hotel. Af-
ter that I had the joint he gave me and every 
time I would light it I only would take a few 
tokes and be in that psychedelic bliss. I swear 
that joint lasted me almost a month! Just on 
special occasions just a few tokes and that’s 
how I learned how to smoke pot. One or two 
tokes will get you where you want to be. It 
was so illegal and so frowned upon that at 
that time I never told anyone. I never really 
connected with Raymond again after that. I 
had a band going and everything else at the 
time. It really changed my life though. So 
I started playing with The Shades and pot 
really was my muse. The band - No one in 
the band told each other that we smoked 
pot, one day we were in Vancouver buying 
pot from our dealers and I look over and see 
Bernie the organ player! He’s standing there 
and we look at each other and laughed when 
we realized we weren’t the only people in the 
band who smoked.
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9

Why do you support cannabis legalization?

My goal at one point was to become a body 
builder. When I started really working on 
it with the big guys in LA - they got me to 
quit smoking cigarettes - but I always stuck 
with the marijuana. Then I got fired from 
Motown by mistake, I had to go get a green 
card and they fired me for missing a date. 
That’s when I met Arnold and all of  those 
big time body builders and that’s when I 
started going down to Muscle Beach - then 
to Gold’s Gym. They got me into weightlift-
ing. There was a healthy spin on the planet 
at the time. Where the only thing anyone 
would do, that was proven to be healthy was 

marijuana. That’s when I knew Arnold was 
onto something.  That’s when I knew I was 
on to something.

Do you feel you have had a defining moment 
in Cannabis culture or is the best yet to come?

I think the defining moment was when I 
went to jail for pot. I knew what I was doing 
and I wasn’t hurting society.  I knew George 
Bush was hurting society and not helping it. 
I was on the right side and I’ve always known 
that. The other thing that pot does is that it 
puts us closer to everything, it’s a plant given 
to us by the creator and it affects the brain, 
which affects the soul because the brain and 



37HIGH! CANADACANNABIS BUSINESS & CULTURE

soul are one. You can’t separate the spiritual 
side to the medicinal side.  What I’ve learned 
in my time of travels and in getting high is 
that earth is a place where you come to learn 
and when you learned all you can learn on 
earth then you evolve to another existence.

Can you tell me a little about what you have 
been up to over the last year?

Again, it’s cause and effect. I’m surprised I 
made it as far as I did on Dancing With The 
Stars and part of the price I paid for that was 
that I got rectal cancer. I had been talking 
about curing my prostate cancer with mar-
ijuana. Everyone asked, “How did you do 
that”? I told them with suppositories, you 
turn the lights down low put on some jazz. I 
was joking around but everyone had a good 
laugh. 

Then, all of a sudden, I have rectal cancer. It’s 
one of the worst cancers you can get; I had 
to go in to do chemo and radiation as well as 
surgery. With the operation we made great 
strides. The operation was robotic. It was a 
highly advanced computer that some of the 
best surgeons in the world used to operate 
on me. It was non invasive so they weren’t 
cutting me open. They just went in there 
with the computer and took out the tumor 
and replaced my exit hole with a colonosco-
py bag, which I named Donald Trump by the 
way - haha!

Given that statement would you like to share 
your  feelings with us on Donald Trump? As 
someone who has lived in both Canada and 
the US - you must have a unique opinion on 
what’s going on in the US.

See… Donald Trump’s only job right now is 
to get Hillary Clinton elected and he is doing 
a wonderful job at that. Hillary is going to 
be our next  president and we are going to 
have a very peaceful beginning to a new era.  
Donald will go on to become one of the most 
sought after comedians around.

How about future plans?

I have a feeling that art - fine art is going to 
save the world. I want to be a part of that.  
So I’m working on an art show featuring my 
bongs. That’s going to be my next project. 
Touring the world doing art shows with my 
Chong bongs.
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Do you have a favorite strain and why?

It’s actually a bunch of strains called Chong’s 
Choice. So what I’ve been doing is contact-
ing the best growers in America and Amster-
dam. What they’ve done is given me samples 
of their products and I test them along with 
a slew of people who sample for me as well. 
My favorite strain so far is a strain called Girl 
Scout Cookies. 

Tommy is there anything else you’d like to 
tell us?

I think Canada has always been the country 
for pot. When I started smoking pot in Cal-

gary I never had any problems, no one knew 
what it was. There were no issues like there 
were in the states for a while there. Canada 
is so unique in so many ways - it’s so beauti-
ful! The beauty itself, always takes everyone 
who comes to Canada aback. And we grow 
some of the best pot in the world!  That can 
be said of British Columbia, Ontario, and the 
hemp farms in Manitoba. Canada really is 
the mother of marijuana -  you know it is for 
so many people and it is for me as well. 
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OKANAGAN  
CANNABINOID 
THERAPY

DISPENSARY REVIEW

Okanagan Cannabinoid Therapy is the Okanagan’s premier medical marijuana access cen-
ter. They started with a commitment to offering a vast array of exclusive products showcas-
ing quality choices and accommodating the unique, personal needs of each of their medical  
marijuana patients. Okanagan Cannabinoid Therapy offers an intimate, relaxing, and safe  
atmosphere for patients who favor a natural approach to healing and living.

The mission goes beyond providing you with product excellence. They are as every bit as 
committed to helping customers cultivate ongoing knowledge as they are to enabling you to 
discover the best products for your personal needs. They make sure their patients receive the 
most reliable information to make great choices about their healthcare. Okanagan Canna-
binoid Therapy heavily invests in educating the Okanagan community about the benefits of 
cannabis by holding seminars and having informative social media pages. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44
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As part of their ongoing commitment to 
self-regulatory behavior as well as their com-
mitment to their patients and customers, 
Okanagan Cannabinoid Therapy tests all of 
their products before they hit the shelves. 

Listening to their clients - they are constant-
ly praising Okanagan Cannabinoid Thera-
py for not only the quality of products they  
offer, but also the high level of service, priva-
cy, and respect they receive. We would highly 
recommend a stop by one of their locations 
and get a feel for why they are the top rated 
medical access center for all things medical 
marijuana in the Okanagan Valley.

Okanagan Cannabinoid Therapy is proud 
to announce that their supplier of Okana-
gan Natural products was named 1st in Sa-
tiva, Hybrid & CBD categories at the Con-
centrate Cup in Vernon in September - the 
good people at Okanagan Cannabinoid  
Therapy really seem to know their stuff.

For more on this Leafly award winning dis-
pensary chain (named 1st & 3rd best dispen-
saries in B.C. for September) located in one 
of the most beautiful regions in Canada visit 
them online at www.okanagancanna.ca or 
call them at 1-778-753-6440 if you are near 
Kelowna or 1-236-422-0322 if you are near 
Penticton.

FOR ALL THINGS  
MEDICAL MARIJUANA IN THE  

OKANAGAN VALLEY
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For even more information on 
Kyla’s Quest 
visit www.kylasquest.com

KYLA’S QUEST
One of the things we liked best about Okana-
gan Cannabinoid Therapy is their commitment 
to a very special little girl - a little girl named 
Kyla Williams of Summerland, BC. 

Kyla is a six year old little girl with epilepsy. By 
the age of two,  Kyla had rejected all pharma-
ceutical drugs she had been taking as well as the 
Ketogenic diet she was on. She was having up-
wards of 200-300 seizures a day. Kyla’s story is 
a story of a life that began like any other child’s 
but soon after, progressed into a roller coaster 
ride of ups and downs.

Kyla started on high CBD oil in April 2014 
which did not stop the seizures. After a week or 
two she was moved on to higher CBD low THC 
oil and within the hour her seizures appeared to 
stop. Since that time, Kyla has only one or two 
seizures a week. Today, Kyla has been weaned 
off all pharmaceutical drugs. She take about 
130 mg of Charlotte’s Web per day increasing 
the dose with seizure activity. She is non-verbal, 
not walking or feeding herself but the relief she 
has from the oil is astounding. She is a happy 
contented little girl and we continue to hope for 
her future.

Kyla’s Grandmother Elaine Nuessler, one of 
the co-founders of Kyla’s Quest was one of the 
strongest voices leading the charge on behalf 
of her granddaughter. Today, Elaine says the 

CANNABIS OIL IS CHANGING LIVES!
results are remarkable, and so are the number 
of other families who are turning to cannabis 
for their kids. 

If your family has been affected by pediatric 
epilepsy, you may want to donate to help other 
children just like Kyla. The good people over at 
Okanagan Cannabinoid Therapy can help you 
find out how you can become a contributor, or 
how you can help get the word out.
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HIGH! CANADA 

PRODUCT REVIEWS

The next evolution in the world of e-nails has arrived!  XVAPE CANADA’s VISTA is a bat-
tery operated, portable concentrate e-nail that can be used by itself or as a stand-alone 
portable vaporizer e-nail rig.  Retailing at a very affordable $289 CDN - the XVAPE CAN-
ADA VISTA is a superior quality portable wax / concentrate e-nail featuring a revolution-
ary internally heated quartz element, 4 temperature settings and has dual function op-
eration as an attachment on your favourite 14 MM or 18 MM male or female waterpipe. 

Once we saw this on XVAPE CANADA’s display at the Lift Expo in Vancouver in Sep-
tember we fell in love instantly - with portability and versatility at the core of its design, 
this product is going to revolutionize the way we dab and in the coolest way possible.

The exclusive breakthrough technology in the XVAPE VISTA is the internally heated all 
quartz element. Whatever your heat preference, the XVAPE VISTA satisfies your need 
for low to high temperature dabbing. The e-nail is ready to dab in 5 seconds! 

The unit battery capacity is 2900mAh, meaning you can enjoy extended sessions with-
out frequent stops to recharge. The unit even has pass-through charging to ensure the 
fun doesn’t stop when the battery is low.  

The leather carrying case makes the XVAPE VISTA easy to take wherever you go! 
This XVAPE VISTA is safe, portable, and powerful. 
 
The XVAPE VISTA is available at www.XVAPECANADA.ca

HIGH! CANADA PRODUCT FEATURE ON XVAPE  
CANADA’S VISTA – THE PORTABLE ENAIL WAX /  
CONCENTRATE QUARTZ ELEMENT VAPORIZER

FEATURES:
BATTERY CAPACITY: 2900MAH   
(LITHIUM-POLYMER)
CHARGING VOLTAGE/CURRENT:  
 5V / 500MAH 
WORKING VOLTAGE: 3.3V – 4.2V
ON/OFF: CLICK THE BUTTON 3 TIMES 
CONSECUTIVELY
TEMPERATURE CHANGE: CLICK THE 
BUTTON 2 TIMES CONSECUTIVELY
BATTERY LOW INDICATOR: LED LIGHTS 
FLASH 10 TIMES RAPIDLY 
HEATING: INTERNALLY HEATED 
QUARTZ ELEMENT
TURN HEAT ON: FOR EACH CLICK: CLICK 
ONCE FOR 20 SECONDS OF HEATING.
SHORT CIRCUIT PROTECTION: LIGHT 
FLASHES 5 TIMES RAPIDLY

PACKAGE CONTENTS:
•  USER GUIDE
•   MAIN VISTA BATTERY  
 AND CONTROL UNIT 
•  BASE STAND 
•  GLASS WATER BUBBLER  
 ATTACHMENT 
•  STRAIGHT GLASS TUBE TOP (FOR  
 WATER PIPE ATTACHED USE) 
•  2 INTERNALLY HEATED  
 QUARTZ ELEMENTS 
•  TOP CARB CAP
•  DAB TOOL
•  SPARE SILICONE RINGS
•  AC WALL CHARGER ADAPTER
•  RETRACTABLE USB CABLE 
•  DELUXE LEATHER  
 CARRYING BRIEFCASE 
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Tools need to work when you take off the grid, and VAPIUM products do just that. At VAPIUM, 
they say they make tools for humans: for those who are outdoor minded, nature focused and 
adventure obsessed. Their gear is rugged, reliable and refined and their all new Strain Hunter’s 
Edition SUMMIT® is hyped as the only vaporizer built to handle the back country. Available in 
Green, Turquoise or basic Black - the SUMMIT® is a technological innovation.

As you know, Vaporization is an alternative method of enjoying aromatic materials. The vaporizer 
aims to extract the active ingredients of aromatic material by essentially boiling them off using 
a heating system (conductive or convective) to heat up the material (instead of burning it using 
a flame), resulting in highly reduced combustion and resulting in reduced combustion thereby 
reducing the amount of smoke by-product.

As with most portable vaporizers, SUMMIT® utilizes conduction heating system – heating the ar-
omatic material through direct contact. Built tough and designed to withstand some pretty harsh 
conditions - The SUMMIT® was a clear hit with the crowds at the recent LIFT Expo in Vancouver.

HIGH! CANADA PRODUCT FEATURE  
SUCCESS IN A BOX
DNF Success in a Box is everything you need 
for a successful harvest! All you have to do is 
add water. 

Have you ever been unsure on which nutrients 
would be best to use together? 

DNF has made it easy by putting everything 
into one box for an affordable price. 

Follow their easy to use feed chart and apply 
the nutrients in the box.

HIGH! CANADA PRODUCT FEATURE  

THE VAPIUM STRAIN  
HUNTER’S EDITION SUMMIT® - 
THE ONLY VAPORIZER BUILT  
TO HANDLE THE BACK COUNTRY!

PACKAGE CONTENTS:
1L AB GRO
1L AB BLOOM
1L GROWTH BURST

1L DIAMOND
1L BLOOM STACKER
125ML ENHANCE

Adventurers know that 
fundamentally intelligent gear is a must. 
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Tamara tells us ``We at Pacifico believe 
in choice. Recent regulatory changes have 
empowered the public to seek a more ho-
listic alternative to traditional pharmeceu-
ticals. Pacifico`s educators aim to guide 
you on a natural path towards health and 
wellness. Each Pacifico location carries an 
assortment of lab-tested flower, concen-
trates, topical ointments and a variety of 
other wellness products to help you live 
and feel better!``.

Tamara recently sat down with members of 
Vice & Drugs at Hamilton Regional Police 
Headquarters. They discussed the positive 
ways that Pacifico can move forward as a 
part of the community. The Hamilton Po-
lice addressed their concerns with illegal 
dispensaries and their lack of regulation. 
Their concern was 3 part: concentrates, 
edibles and keeping products out of the 
hands of students. While agreeing with the 
importance of keeping the product only 
in the hands of medical users, and under-
standing the consistent dosing challenges 
with edibles,  Tamara believes that concen-
trates have a important place as an evolved 
and improved form of medicine, not as the 
crack of marijuana as its being viewed as. 
Education around concentrates and deriv-
atives is vital. It’s important for police and 
law makers to know that the concentrates 

(when made properly) are cleaner and 
safer than smoking marijuana and that 
they allow for everything from accurate 
control for micro-dosing to providing a 
reasonable means of administering larger 
quantities for patients that require larger 
prescriptions. Tamara is now producing 
some much needed educational literature 
for the police and for medical users in gen-
eral. Overall, this meeting had meaningful 
and positive dialogue. She believes that 
this meeting was the first step in creating 
a baseline for postive community integra-
tion. 

Tamara and Pacifico look to provide fair 
and reasonable access to medicinal canna-
bis. All the while, Tamara works behind the 
scenes of the storefront in order to provide 
a safe and educated choice. ``There is a real 
need for discourse, Tamara tells us, with 
the police, government and the commu-
nity itself. We’re setting roots and making 
great efforts to form a positive and lasting 
relationship with the community`.

We end our brief interview with Tamara, as 
she happily shows off her new Koko & Kai 
THC molecule pendant that she recently 
acquired at the Lift Expo. in Vancouver. 
``It’s so unique and tasteful! I`ve barely 
taken it off since I got it, she laughs.
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Happy October all you beautiful beings! I’m 
sure everyone’s getting ready for the cold 
winter months that lie ahead, as well as the 
holidays that come along. What a stressful 
time of year it can be for most, but don’t 
forget to take the time you need for yourself 
so you can be the best you for everybody 
around you.

I always said if I helped at least 1 child in my 
life I’d die with a smile on my face. I under-
stand it’s a hectic time of year for all and cash 
flow can be short around the holidays. But, 
if you’re the kind of person that likes to give 
back or help those in need, it’s a great time 
to start preparing the Christmas hampers or 
researching where you want to volunteer this 
holiday season. We all know how fast time 
can creep up on you and if you’re anything 
like me, you’re rushing around last-minute 
trying to accomplish everything you wanted 
to, because you thought you had “so much 
time to get it all done”.  I’m starting to believe 
I work best under pressure, and that’s why I 
do that to myself year after year.
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Well, Christmas has already come early for 
me this year and it seems like the gifts from 
the universe keep coming.

The people I keep meeting in this industry 
and the connections being made have been 
magical. I’ve never seen this many beautiful 
souls in any industry. I’m just so grateful I get 
to be a part of it all.

I’ve recently had the opportunity to team 
up with some incredibly generous and 
great-hearted people from Okanagan Natu-
ral Cannabinoid Therapy Kelowna & Pentic-
ton, and we’ve come together to design a few 
products where all proceeds will go towards 
Kayla’s Quest. Please feel free to check out 
how this foundation helps kids like Kayla 
get the medicine they need. If you feel your 
heart strings pull a little bit, please feel free to 
donate and help these kids out. It’s our com-
munity that’s making a difference for these 
children so let’s keep the train going so these 
kids don’t have to suffer anymore.

www.kaylasquest.com

Or head down to Okanagan Natural Canna-
binoid Therapy Kelowna & Penticton and get 
some goodies while knowing you’re helping 
children get their medicine at the same time.

And this is why it feels like Christmas keeps 
coming.
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I’m now smiling face to face knowing that 
my dream to make others smile is unraveling 
right before my eyes and it’s already the best 
Christmas ever. And it’s not even here yet!

I used to think “I’m just 1 person, how can I 
change the world with just me?” Then I real-
ized you can, but the universe will also bring 
people like yourself into your life and you 
form a “tribe”, if you will. From there you’ll 
change the world together. But it starts with 
you believing it, receiving the signs your giv-
en, accepting those who enter your life, keep-
ing your eyes open for the opportunities that 
come your way and jumping on them when 
they do.

That’s what I believe is happening now in the 
cannabis industry.

Of course there’s always that percentage of 
people that are doing something for the com-
pletely wrong reasons, they’re only in it for 
the money, but I’ve found that 98% of them 
are beautiful beings that just want to see Nat-
ural Medicine be a choice that we as humans, 
living in a “free country” should have and 
who just want to help and give back in any 
way they can.

 In a world where technology changes so fast, 
we as beings have been at a stand still for 
so long, going along with the masses, never 
speaking out because of fear, believing every-
thing we’re told.

Now they’re saying society has lost it, gone 
crazy. I guess “crazy” is thinking for yourself, 
seeking truth for yourself, asking questions 
without fear, being whoever they want to 
be, loving whichever sex they feel drawn to-
wards and seeking alternative medicine even 
though the government has decided it’s a 
schedule 1 drug. Let’s be “crazy” and contin-
ue changing the world, and let free will truly 
be free will.

Happy Halloween to you all and talk to you 
next month! 

For Recipes, photos and randomness follow 
me at:

facebook.com/evasdelicacies/

instagram.com/evasdelicacies/

evasdelicacies.com
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I have seen the Canadian Cannabis commu-
nity giving back, from Sam Mellace fighting 
his ass off to call for a Royal Commission 
into corruption to National Access Cannabis 
and Alex Abellan helping out the Fulton girls 
from Australia gain access to medication 
they so desperately needed to the Saskatch-
ewan King of Compassion Jerry Martin who 
has raised over $100,000 for his town and his 
community to the good people at Okana-
gan Cannabinoid Therapy in Penticton who 
tireless raise funds and awareness for Kyla’s 
Quest - there are some excellent examples of 
our Canadian cannabis community giving 
back to our larger community but we need 
way more good examples! Wondering how 
you can start? A good way to begin would 
be to create compassionate pricing within 
some of the current dispensary models for 
people who need their medication but are 
on fixed incomes. You can also host infor-
mation nights and charity auctions and get  
involved in your local Business Improve-
ment Area and that is only the start of where 
we as active members of our community can 
give back.

I challenge you to pay it forward and give 
back this fall. Its just the right thing to do.

Cy Williams
Publisher/Editor
High! Canada
Editor@highcanada.net

HIGH! CANADA PRODUCT REVIEW - 
BLACK WALNUT ROLLING TRAY.  

HANDMADE IN CANADA BY 
DR. J’S ROLLING TRAYS

Dr. J’s Rolling Trays are designed for  
optimum rolling efficiency. We are using a 
Large Black Walnut Tray and they retail for 
about $109.99 CAD and are worth every 
single cent. No more frisbees or rolling on 
top of the latest issue of High! Canada for 
us - not when we can keep one of these 
good looking bad boys on our desk. These 
hand made Marijuana Rolling Trays are an 
ideal gift for the pot head in your family. 
Most of us are tired of having our weed 
(or our partner’s weed) cluttering up the 
coffee tableWith the attached storage tin 
you have a place to keep your stash and all 
the required tools to successfully roll big-
ger and better joints.Rolling doobie’s has  
never been so easy and organized. Most 
are dark in colour and will change/age 
nicely. The colour will stay consistent.  
This tray is the hardest of the four species, 
heavier in weight and it has very playful 
and interesting grain patterns. Trays are 
finished with a food safe edible beeswax 
and mineral oil combination.

DIMENSIONS:
LARGE WOOD TRAY 
DIMENSIONS  
8” X 10” X 7/8” 

HEIGHT WITH  
TIN IS 1 3/4” 

HEIGHT WITH  
LIGHTER IS 3 3/4” 

INCLUDES:
CUSTOM POKER/
STUFFER
ROLLIE’S & SMALL 
FRESHNESS  
BAGGIES
STICKERS FOR 
YOUR LIGHTERS
(GRINDERS, LIGHTERS,  
SCISSORS NOT INCLUDED)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
DR. J’S ROLLING TRAYS 
CONTACT THEM AT  

ROLLINGTRAYS@GMAIL.COM 
@ROLLINGTRAYS

DR. J’S ROLLING TRAYS
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LISA
FROM
VAPIUM
 IT MUST BE SAID THAT WOMEN 
HOLD THE WORLD TOGETHER.  
THIS IS VERY MUCH A MOMENT FOR 
WOMEN: ITS TIME TO STAND UP 
AND CLAIM YOUR SPACE – THERE  
IS NOTHING YOU CANNOT DO.

A WOMAN IN WEED Q & A
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How did you originally get into Cannabis culture?

With the advent of the MMAR and MMPR program, Cannabis has become part of mainstream 
conversation. We really had no grasp of the medicinal properties. How truly critical this plant 
is in so many people’s daily lives. My understanding was limited to counter culture stereo-
types - which is both unfair and wrong. The medical and innovation application is why I got 
involved. 

How did you wind up working in the Cannabis industry and can you share a little about your 
experiences in this new industry - Especially as  it moves towards legalization and normaliza-
tion as a recognized industry?

LH/ I was working in the toy industry as a marketer and then in product development. For 
my partner and I, there is no greater joy than seeing a product come to fruition. To walk into a 
store and see your products on the shelves and moreover the joy that it brings to people- this is 
why we make products. 
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But our bottom line was being affected 
by the mass adoption of the idevices and 
how it changed the ways in which children 
interacted with toys and what they were de-
manding. Apple did it right and we needed a 
new challenge and were on the hunt for new 
opportunities.

Michael came to me one day, after a week 
long trip to China and said why don’t we 
make vaporizers? I was both excited and 
fearful. This was totally new territory for 
us and there is zero tolerance for cannabis 
in Asia which meant we needed to do our 
homework. From there we launched into 18 
months of R & D- both on the product side 
as well as policy and international regula-
tions. It was a second education and our 
passion has only grown to sleuth out better 
solutions and to engineer the best possible 
products. 

As Canadians, we studied the MMAR and 
MMPR program to understand best practices 
and what would be tolerated under the new 
regulations. This is how we approached our 
product development: patient first. What are 
they consuming, how do they consume it, 
what are the barriers to adoption? Did these 
products exist? We uncovered the fact that 
there were a few products that were fantastic 
but nothing that was portable, safe and had 
compassionate pricing.  Coupled with little 
regulations around the industry’s hardware 

components- we set out to draft our own 
internal set of standards. We saw this as an 
incredible opportunity to hold the industry 
to higher standards (pardon the pun). With 
the advent of the new e-cig regulations 
(in effect this fall), we are grateful to our 
advisors who steered us on a path that has 
only encouraged us to create an environment 
which motivates the team to make sure that 
safety and standards are top priorities. 

Rules and regulations are necessary for le-
galization and for the public to have comfort 
that we are moving towards legitimizing all 
forms of business in this new economy. Its 
never an easy place to manage when you see 
people making tons of money on the fringe. 
I applaud all forms of entrepreneurship 
especially here- but we must look at the long 
game, not the short game. If we all share 
the goal of global acceptance, we must work 
together to achieve this. 

Have you encountered any ‘glass ceiling’ 
behavior in the industry and as a woman do 
you feel that there is room for growth and 
inclusion for women in this blossoming field?

I think its appalling that women are often 
treated as a minority. Women are under-
valued. Our talent is rife, but opportunity is 
not. I too have faced similar obstacles and I 
believe for the first time in my career there is 
no glass ceiling- this may be the industry to 
eliminate the gender gap- which is exciting 
as a woman and for women.
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With the advent of cannabis legalization, 
women have a unique opportunity to help 
end prohibition, eradicate stigmatization, 
and carve out a niche as new titans of indus-
try. From my experience in the robotic toys 
industry to launching Vapium, a vaporizer 
tech company, I’ve witnessed the lack of — 
and need for — female entrepreneurship. 

Women are natural negotiators and influ-
encers. Women’s conservative nature allows 
leaders to bootstrap, build communities, and 
identify solutions — all reasons we must not 
stand aside. Women must make their mark 
while the industry is growing in order to 
create an equitable space.

Do you have any advice to other women who 
want to enter and work in this exciting field?

YES! And thank you for asking this. Last 
year I was very lucky to write a piece for the 
HuffPo US and the advice still stands:

Here’s how to blaze a trail in this burgeoning 
industry:

Mentor up. Find people that have been 
engaged in this economy for decades, read 
their books, ask them out for coffee, or send 
them an email. START A DIALOGUE. The 
partners I work with have shared knowledge 
and opened doors with welcome arms. The 
first female to open her door to me was 
Rachel Gillette, Colorado-based attorney and 

IT’S THE PROCESS, NOT 
THE PRODUCT.  
ENDING PROHIBITION 
OPENS THE  
FLOODGATES OF  
ECONOMY.

Executive Director of Colorado NORML. 
She graciously fielded my questions and 
shared invaluable advice. Industry veterans 
will share their lessons — if you ask. (I must 
also give a shout out to Mr. Steve DeAngelo 
and his book “The Cannabis Manifesto” 
-  History, politics, research and data - read 
it. Full stop.)

It’s the process, not the product. Ending 
prohibition opens the floodgates of economy. 
The cannabis industry necessitates the same 
needs as any other: bankers, investors, 
marketers, lawyers, doctors, bakers, etc. My 
background in toys taught me innovation is 
king. The same principle applies to finding 
success in this industry.

Bring your weather with you. Attitude de-
termines your success in any industry. Make 
yourself memorable and people will want 
to work with you. Play the long game, don’t 
light a short fuse.
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Work like someone’s going to steal it from 
you. “Don’t waste a single second. Just move 
forward as fast as you can, and go for it.” —
Rebecca Woodcock, Founder of Cake Health. 
Legalization opens doors for all entrepre-
neurs. There’s room but, like any job, you 
need to work harder and faster than others to 
thrive.  While launching Vapium, I emptied 
my savings and went all in - there is no 
other way. Was it tough and scary? Yes, but I 
heeded the call and put my money where my 
mouth is. Work faster, work harder, work like 
someone’s going to steal it from you.

Become an expert. I read, ate, lived, and 
breathed the vaporizer space until we iden-
tified the gaps with the help of our partners. 
The more you know, the further ahead of the 
game you’ll be, so expand your skills to be a 
formidable player in this industry.

Networking is key. WomenGrow, a Den-
ver-based network that now has 29 chapters 
across the United States and Canada, was 
created to foster growth of women entering 
and making their mark on the growing 
economy. Educating, understanding, and 
engaging with your community will keep you 
ahead of the curve and go to tradeshows. 

Believe in yourself –Confidence. Appearance 
has little to do with where confidence comes 
from. Confidence comes from within. Its 
trite. But its true. Sometimes just the simple 
belief in yourself will be enough to propel 

you towards achieving your dreams. I was 
very lucky to have uber supportive parents 
who taught me that if I can conceive it, don’t 
let anything stand in my way. Confidence 
breeds confidence. The more you work at it, 
the stronger it will become. And during the 
tough days, look at yourself in the mirror- 
I’m not sure that enough women do this, and 
give yourself the best damn pep talk you can 
muster. Boys do this. Believe me. Its time we 
start adopting some of that mojo for our-
selves. There isn’t anything a woman can’t do.

Develop an appetite for experiences and 
adventure- Women’s intuition is real. Follow 
your gut and you will become a master of 
your life. I followed my gut. It took me to 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa and finally 
to Asia- more or less unscathed but richer for 
these experiences that I did on my own.

Strong and controversial, it must be said that 
women hold the world together. This is very 
much a moment for women: Its time to stand 
up and claim your space – There is nothing 
you cannot do.

BECOME AN EXPERT. I 
READ, ATE, LIVED, AND 
BREATHED THE  
VAPORIZER SPACE UNTIL 
WE IDENTIFIED THE GAPS...
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Aries - Personal matters have been taking up a lot of your time 
lately and you're exhausted trying to resolve them. Walk away and 
clear your mind.  Go for a hike or head to the spa for the day and 
just let go. You'll find once you stop worrying about it, a resolution 
will present itself.

Taurus - Taurus you've been suppressing your creative mind for 
far too long.  If you can't allow your creativity to come alive at work 
or at home it's time to start thinking outside the box.  Find a class in 
your community that intrigues you like pottery or glass blowing.  
Make a plan and chose your project. It may also earn you some 
extra money.

Gemini - You've worked hard all summer and you're finally 
starting to see the fruits of your labour.  Now that you have that 
extra money you'll be tempted to spend it frivolously. Stop. There's 
nothing wrong with spending a little on say that bong that you see 
in the head shop everyday on your way to work but don't go 
overboard. Save some for a rainy day.

Cancer - Cancer you've spent all summer staying cool as a cat  in 
your fuzzy PJ’s watching all your favorite TV shows and thinking of 
all the things you'd like to do once it get warmer.  Well Fall is here 
and it's time to get outdoors.  Stop planning and start doing. Rake 
those leaves, harvest those crops, join a running group or just get 
out and breathe that wonderful fall air.

Leo - Autumn is here and it's time to start a new routine.  Instead 
of hanging out with the same friends, call some old ones you 
haven't seen in a while.  Rearrange your closet or perhaps you're 
whole house.  Change is good for the soul and will get you out of 
that rut you're in.

Virgo - Virgo you've been presented with several big work 
projects and I am confident that you can handle all the extra work. 
Don't rush into making any decisions before you've thought them 
through.  Once you are sure you can handle the extra work, then 
go for it. Your strength and perseverance will bring you success in 
all the work that is given to you.

Libra - You're a hard worker Libra and spend much to much time 
at work trying to make more money.  All those hours at work comes 
with a price, your family and friends.  All the money in the world 
isn't worth all that time you're missing out being with your loved 
ones.  Take some time off and appreciate what you already have.

Scorpio - A friend you haven't seen for a long time will message 
you this month.  You were close once but had a falling out and 
stopped talking.  It's time to put your anger aside and make up.  
Invite them over for a coffee or if you'd rather,  meet in a neutral 
location. Find a lounge, roll a jay and talk out your problems. You'll 
appreciate having this friend back in your life.

Sagittarius - You'll find a need this month to shake things up with 
your lover.  You've watched 50 Shades of Grey one to many times 
and thought of all the naughty things you could be doing to 
enhance your sex life.  Before you go out and buy those handcuffs 
and whips - sit down and talk to your partner.  You may find out that 
his/her sexual fantasizes may not be the same as yours.

Capricorn - Capricorn you often feel like you don't measure up to 
friends and coworkers.  You feel inadequate and boring compared 
to others.  Stop dwelling in your own self-pity.  Only you can 
change this behavior.  Start seeing yourself for who you are.  You 
are a strong, smart, beautiful person who is can achieve anything 
you set your mind too.

Aquarius - You will be surrounded by fickle loved ones and 
stubborn coworkers this month.  They will test your patience and 
bring you close to having a meltdown.  Keep your cool.  When 
simple disagreements become heated arguments, be the big 
person and walk away.  Smoke a joint and cool down before 
attempting to reengage.  

Pisces - Pisces you've spent the summer working and sitting in 
front of the TV all alone and now you feel the need to get out and 
see people.  This is the time you need to plan a grand event and 
invite all your friends and loved ones.  Weed, food and friends is all 
you'll need to make your party a success.
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TOMMY CHONG 
Tommy Chong Live Interview!

“We’re going to save the world one toke at 
a time. The ICBC is an amazing blend of 
activism and business.”

BRENDAN KENNEDY 
CEO Privateer Holdings

The ICBC is truly unique.
It follows the think globally/act 
locally model, which makes it more 
meaningful for everyone.”
Ed Rosenthal, 
Cannabis Guru Extraordinaire

OCTOBER 13 - 14   2016
AT THE VANCOUVER HYATT

WEST COAST  
CANNA-BUSINESSES

HIGH! CANADA GUIDE TO

OCTOBER
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JAMIE SHAW 
Canadian Cannabis 
Dispensary Expert

NGAIO BEALUM 
A comic celebrity in  
his own right

KIRK  
TOUSAW 
Barrister and advocate 
for cannabis law reform.

JEREMY  
JACOB 
President of the 
Canadian Association 
of Medical Cannabis 
Dispensaries.

MARY JEAN  
DUNDSON 
Renowned  
cannabis chef 

KAYLA  
COOK 
Director of Events and 
Sponsorships at Leafly.

ED ROSENTHAL 
Cannabis Author and 
Overall Cannabis Guru

ROBERT LAURIE 
International Lawyer, 
Cannabis Consigliere 
and Trusted Industry 
Advisor

We are proud to continue with our tradition of high-profile keynote speakers 
at the International Cannabis Business Conference in Vancouver, BC.
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WEST COAST  
CANNA-BUSINESSES

Like two sides of a coin - there are distinct differences in how cannabis related businesses are 
accepted in these two cities.  Separated by a little over 40 km of highway - they are appear to be 
following two very different mandates when it comes to dispensaries. 

In late September of this year, three people were arrested and released after RCMP investi-
gated a Surrey marijuana dispensary. According to the shop’s owner, Surrey RCMP officers 

VANCOUVER TO SURREY -  
UNCERTAINTY PREVAILS OVER 
RAIDS, REGULATION AND TESTING

HIGH! CANADA GUIDE TO
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executed a search warrant on Da Kine Glass 
and Gifts on September 29th at 10330 152nd 
St. in Guildford,  Officers had been stationed 
outside the shop for about 24 hours awaiting 
the warrant. “They won’t tell us anything,” 
said Don Briere, owner of the Weeds Glass 
and Gifts chain, which includes the Da Kine 
Guildford shop. Briere said officers were 
boxing up items in the shop and obtaining 
security camera footage on Thursday eve-
ning. Officers arrived Wednesday mid-af-
ternoon to the shop, and had been standing 
by since, Briere told press on Thursday af-
ternoon. Following the police arrival, Briere 
said he ordered staff to close the shop early 
and to comply with officers. The dispensa-

ry did not open as scheduled on Thursday 
morning, with some customers and patients 
being turned away, he said.

“I don’t know what that’s costing them, but 
it’s costing a lot of money in every sense of 
the word,” said Briere, who maintained there 
were likely other more pressing matters po-
lice could have been attending to, instead of 
standing guard outside his business over-
night.“We want to know what’s going too 
– we want to know why they’re wasting our 
resources.”He also notes that Da Kine has 
never been fined, unlike shops in his chain 
which were issued fines when Vancouver 
introduced regulations and licensing for dis-
pensaries. According to RCMP Sgt. Alanna 
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Dunlop, officers were sent to the Surrey shop 
on Wednesday when a controlled drugs and 
substances act investigation was launched, 
and stayed there as RCMP prepared a search 
warrant.

Dunlop said three people were arrested 
and later released, but had no details on the 
reason for the arrests or when the arrests 
occurred.“We received information that 
the location was possibly selling marijuana 
products,” said Dunlop in an email. “Access 
to cannabis is only permitted under the 
terms and conditions set out in the Access to 
Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations. 
Storefronts selling marijuana are not autho-
rized to sell cannabis for medical or any oth-
er purposes.” Dunlop said such operations 
were “illegally supplied, and provide prod-
ucts that are unregulated and may be unsafe” 
and that illegal storefronts distributing and 
selling cannabis products are subject to law 
enforcement.

On the Weeds website, a notice was posted 
Thursday notifying customers of the police 
activity outside their Surrey location. “Sur-
rey RCMP have shut down our Guildford 
location. RCMP have stationed uniformed 
officers outside of 90-10330 152nd St, a 
non-violent medical cannabis dispensary,” 
the notice reads. “Weeds needs your support 
to show taxpayers will not support the mis-
use of public funds to restrict patient access 
to cannabis, while more serious crimes could 
be attended to.” The message also encour-
aged supporters to stop by the location or 
make phone calls to local police and govern-
ment to express their concerns.

Currently, marijuana can be prescribed for 
medicinal purposes in Canada, but it re-
mains illegal for recreational use. In August, 
the federal government announced new 
rules that allow patients to grow medical 
marijuana for their own use or designate a 
grower to do so for them. Dispensaries, how-
ever, remain illegal. Various municipalities 
have taken up their own stands on how to 
deal with the many marijuana-related store-
fronts that have popped up in recent years. 
While Surrey passed zoning by laws to pro-
hibit all unlicensed marijuana dispensaries, 
some municipalities, such as Vancouver, 
have opted to regulate them.

When Vancouver’s regulations went into 
effect in May, as many as 135 businesses 

MARIJUANA CAN  

BE PRESCRIBED FOR  

MEDICINAL PURPOSES IN 

CANADA, BUT IT  

REMAINS ILLEGAL  

FOR RECREATIONAL USE
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were identified as being in contravention of 
bylaws, which dictated that pot shops be in 
commercial zones, and be at least 300 me-
tres away from schools, community centres, 
and other dispensaries. Earlier this summer, 
Briere had filed a constitutional challenge 
against the City of Vancouver, trying to keep 
his Vancouver-based dispensaries open. 
Briere’s suit argued that the city’s licensing 
and zoning bylaws for dispensaries “unduly 
restrict access to medical marijuana” and in-
fringe on Charter rights. He had also filed a 
similar challenge in Abbotsford, where one 
of two shops he operates was closed after the 
city obtained an injunction.

The federal government has promised it 
will table legislation in the spring 2017 to 
decriminalize marijuana. With recreational 
pot becoming a reality in Canada, business-
es in the marijuana industry know a new 
multi-billion dollar market is about to burst 
wide open.

Recently over 100 such businesses were rep-
resented at the Lift Cannabis Expo, hosted at 
the Vancouver Convention Centre. The fed-
eral government will table legislation to reg-
ulate the sale and production of recreational 
marijuana in the spring, but with the rules 
now in flux, many businesses are reluctant to 
make detailed expansion plans.

“There is a lot of risk, there are dispensaries 
that are opening and they get shut down right 
away,” says Julie Nguyen with Aura Health 

Studio and Dispensary, one of the businesses 
represented at Lift. After a lot of hard work, 
Aura just recently secured a business license. 
So Nguyen says their focus right now isn’t so 
much on expanding, it’s on surviving. “Now, 
if those regulations do change, then I’m defi-
nitely on board to change with that too, but 
we’re just trying to stick by the rules first.”

The same sentiment is echoed by George 
Anstey at Broken Coast Cannabis, which 
is currently licensed to grow marijuana for 
the medical market. “Nobody really knows 
exactly what it’s going to look like, so to put 
a lot of emphasis on serving the recreational 
market is maybe pre-emptive.” In the mean-
time, Anstey says Broken Coast is operating 
at full capacity, with hundreds of clients on 
their waiting list.

It’s not just growers and sellers represented 
at Lift. Some booths offered legal advice to 
pot business startups, while another offered 
technology to better connect pot growers 
and retailers. More than 10,000 people at-
tended this event and not only was it a tre-
mendously successful event - it opened up 
new dialog across the board and fostered 
nothing but unity.

Recently there has been much discussion 
across Canada but now focused on Vancou-
ver after an investigation by The Globe and 
Mail in July showed that one-third of the 
cannabis samples tested from nine storefront 
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marijuana shops in Toronto would not pass a 
Health Canada safety test. Three of the nine 
samples contained high levels of potentially 
harmful bacteria that were beyond allowable 
health limits. One sample contained exces-
sive amounts of mould and yeast, which can 
cause serious lung conditions. Weeks after 
the revelations, Health Canada sent an ur-
gent memo to accredited laboratories across 
the country, which were obtained by The 
Globe. The memo asked whether they would 
be willing to start testing for the public under 
a new federal program, “in recognition that 
laboratory testing of cannabis is an import-
ant consideration for the health and safety of 
Canadians.” The labs were asked to respond 
“urgently,” as in a matter of a few days.  A 
Vancouver city councillor has come out 
saying that the federal Health Minister Jane 
Philpott’s office took no action – and did not 
warn the city of Vancouver – after receiving 
lab results showing there were dangerous 
toxins in marijuana sold at some dispensa-
ries in that city. Kerry Jang, a point person on 
marijuana issues on Vancouver city council, 
said the actions of the minister were “irre-
sponsible,” and indicate the public was po-
tentially put at risk.

Documents obtained by The Globe and Mail 
through the Access to Information Act show 
that test results from a Health Canada-ac-
credited lab were sent to the federal govern-
ment nearly a year ago, and revealed that 

cannabis from several Vancouver dispensa-
ries contained pesticides and fungicides “not 
approved for any human use.” The lab report 
was sent to Eric Costen, who headed Health 
Canada’s office of medical cannabis, last Oc-
tober, and later sent to Dr. Philpott’s chief of 
staff, Geneviève Hinse, in January

Jonathan Page, who runs Vancouver-based 
Anandia Labs, a federally accredited facility 
that has added its name to the list of labs, 
called Health Canada’s decision to legalize 
testing for consumers “quite significant. The 
fact that they now allow testing is a big step 
forward,” Mr. Page said. “Patients didn’t have 
access to testing. So I think there was sort of 
a moral imperative to bring it in.”

Safety is a crucial issue for patients who use 
the drug as medicine. Several labs told The 
Globe they regularly turned away people 
such as the parents of severely epileptic chil-
dren who administer cannabis oil to their 
child to quell seizures, and from relatives of 
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elderly patients who use the oil to ease seri-
ous arthritic pain and other illnesses. Pre-
viously, labs were required to break the law 
if they wanted to assist patients who sought 
to ensure the products weren’t mislabelled 
for potency or contained hidden contami-
nants, such as pesticides, harmful bacteria 
or mould. The lab results show that 13 of 
22 samples tested from about a dozen Van-
couver dispensaries contained high levels 
of banned chemicals – such as the pesticide 
carbamate, which is not permitted for use 
on cannabis, and dodemorph, a fungicide 
used on roses that is not approved for human  
consumption.

There is no evidence the government took 
any action on the information. Health Can-
ada issued a statement this week saying that 
it considers dispensaries, which have flour-
ished across Canada in advance of legaliza-
tion, to be illegal. However despite this as-
sertion, the storefronts are operating in the 
open and are doing a booming business, with 
some making tens of thousands of dollars a 
day in profit.

Asked by reporters in Ottawa whether her 
office has a responsibility to act on the infor-
mation to protect public health, Dr. Philpott 
restated the government’s position that the 
dispensaries are illegal. The minister did not 
explain why the government took no action 
on the information.

“We have made it very clear that Canadians 
should not purchase products from any il-
legal sales people no matter where they are 
found, whether in dispensaries or on the 
street corners,” Dr. Philpott said. “These dis-
pensaries that you are referring to are illegal. 
There are regimes in place for access to med-
ical marijuana, those products are safe.”

THE STOREFRONTS  

ARE OPERATING IN THE 

OPEN AND ARE DOING A 

BOOMING BUSINESS...
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ALEX ROGERS  
FROM THE  
INTERNATIONAL 
CANNABIS BUSINESS 
CONFERENCE

INTEVIEW:

The International Cannabis Business Conference 
is the world’s leading conference that focuses on 
the business, science, culture and politics of can-
nabis. Following back-to-back years of sold-out 
conferences in San Francisco, the ICBC extends 
its international reach to Berlin, Germany in 
April of 2017. The International Cannabis  
Business Conference is coming to Vancouver 
October 13-14 2016 at the Hyatt. 

Can you tell a little more about some of the spe-
cial guests you have appearing at the ICBC?

This year we are proud to continue with our 
tradition of high-profile keynote speakers at the 
International Cannabis Business Conference in 
Vancouver, BC. Our two keynote speakers this 
year are Gabor Mate a Canadian physician spe-
cializing in addiction and Brendan Kennedy who 
is a founder and CEO of Privateer Holdings, the 
first private equity firm to invest exclusively in 
cannabis. Some of our other very special guests 

The High Canada Team recently spoke with Alex Rogers from the International 
Cannabis Business Conference.
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and speakers include Tommy Chong, Mary Jean 
Dundson, Dana Larsen, Jodie Emery, Ngaio 
Bealum and many more!

You seem to have your fingers on the pulse of 
current cannabis business and culture - what is 
your background? How long have you worked in 
the cannabis industry?

I got into the industry 23 years ago when I met 
Jack in Santa Cruz. I have worked with Jack, Ed 
Rosenthal, Dennis Peron and Debby Goldsberry. 
We did work leading up to before the Proposition 
in 2015. Currently, I own one of Oregon’s Largest 
Medical Marijuana Clinics. I started that in 2009. 
I am also the founder and producer of Oregon’s 
largest Cannabis Conference, the OMBC.

Why was it important to you to include Vancou-
ver on the ICBC list of host cities and what other 
cities will you be in? 

We are very West Coast Oriented. It was the 
logical choice, as the culture of the Pac NW and 
Vancouver are quite similar. Also, Vancouver is 
and always has been on the front lines of Can-
nabis Policy reform. It is an epic city. We are the 
only cannabis conference that has multiple dates 
set in multiple different cities. We are in Berlin in 
April and Kauai in December. Also planning to 
be in Australia in 2018.

What led you to take on such a massive project?

My wife asks me that question everyday! I am 
on a mission to help end criminal penalties for 
cannabis, worldwide. 

Can you tell me a little more about what I can 
expect to find at the conference if I were to pur-
chase tickets and attend?

Our first day is dedicated to international can-
nabis business, as well as research and activism. 
Our second day is mostly focused on Canada. 
We have some of Canada’s top attorneys and 
businesspeople explaining the myriad of new 
rules and regulations with the ACMPR and 
explaining what might lie ahead for the future. 
We also have many entertaining speakers like Ed 
Rosenthal and Tommy Chong.
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A NEED FOR 
TOP-QUALITY 
LOW PRICED 
CANNABIS.

BC PAIN SOCIETY STARTED AFTER THE FOUNDER SAW

Now proudly carrying over 40 different strains of Indica, Sativa and hybrids, the BC Pain 
Society also carries Phoenix Tears and high CBD oil as well as shatter, wax, budder, hash and 
another concentrates. The BCPS is also considering expanding their edible line for people 
who need the benefits of marijuana but don’t want to or can’t, smoke or vape. Unfortunately, 
like many other dispensaries, the BC Pain Society is shackled by current regulations regard-
ing edibles.

BC Pain Society has quickly grown to over 20,000 members with more signing up daily due, 
in part, to their thorough, non-judgmental application process. They currently have three 
locations - two in Vancouver and the third in Victoria.

BC PAIN SOCIETY HAS QUICKLY GROWN TO OVER 20,000 MEMBERS WITH 
MORE SIGNING UP DAILY DUE, IN PART, TO THEIR THOROUGH, NON-JUDG-
MENTAL APPLICATION PROCESS. THEY CURRENTLY HAVE THREE LOCA-
TIONS - TWO IN VANCOUVER AND THE THIRD IN VICTORIA.
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BCPS IS ALSO CONSIDERING EXPANDING THEIR 
EDIBLE LINE FOR PEOPLE WHO NEED THE BEN-
EFITS OF MARIJUANA BUT DON’T WANT TO OR 
CAN’T, SMOKE OR VAPE

A proud presenter of the Cannafest Music Festival, BCPS 
has helped to turn this two-day music festival into an annual 
must-attend music-filled weekend as thousands descend on 
Grand Forks, BC each August to soak in some classic rock and 
relish in the cannabis lifestyle.

Famous for its marijuana vending machines - they really are 
a sight to be seen as a row of electronic vending devices filled 
with all sorts of canna-goodness is safely within reach

A membership is required to access the BCPS and their ser-
vices. There are three ways to become a member at the BC Pain 
Society.

Overall, it is a surprisingly painless process.

So for great prices, amazing selection, the novelty and safety of 
buying your cannabis from a vending machine, the BCPS can-
not be beat. Their knowledgeable staff is there to help educate 
and inform you as to what may be ideal for you.

For more information on the BC Pain Society and its service 
visit www.bcpainsociety.com and become a member today!
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