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WHAT DO  OVER
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What do OVER a trillion 
people have in common? 
Only that cannabis and 
hemp will change the way 
we all live. When we look 
back in years to come at the 
way cannabis and hemp 
has improved so many lives 
- it will make us all proud to 
have been there when we 
saw the changing �de 
sweep across the en�re 
wo r l d .  We  we re  ve r y 
pleased to launch the first 
issue of our new sister 
magazine High! Europe 
Magazine in May. This was 
an off shoot of the High! 
Canada Magazine you are 
currently reading. Both 
High! Canada Magazine 
and High! Europe Magazine 
are intended to con�nue 
the work we are doing in 
cannabis informa�on and 
educa�on not  only  in 
C a n a d a  b u t  n o w 
Interna�onally.   We want 
to inform and educate 
Canadians, Europeans and 
anyone from any country 
that wants to learn about 
cannabis and hemp. We do 
this by looking at the 
culture of cannabis and 
hemp and by talking to the 
people behind the cannabis 
ideas that are changing an 
en�re world. 

HAVE IN COMMON??HAVE IN COMMON??
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Here is what I want you to remember. 
Cannabis culture belongs to everyone. 
It brings people together on so many 
levels and the list of things that both 
THC and CBD can do is staggering. Not 
that long ago cannabis was illegal in 
Canada and there were a lot of people 
working and preparing for the changes 
that were to come post-legaliza�on. 
One of those changes was that, sooner 
rather than later, cannabis culture was 
going to be opened up to everyone 
around the world.

In theory, this would allow people of 
every na�onality and of every country 
that embraces cannabis and hemp - to 
reap in the benefits that so many 
people thought would come with 
legalizing such a precious and healing 
commodity. The whole world is now 
taking strides in a very different world, 
slowly stepping out of the shadows 
and peering cau�ously at the light of 
this new legal Interna�onal market. 

Do you know what I see when I look at 
cannabis culture in Canada and in 
Europe? I see possibility and promise. I 
see many people working hard at 
figh�ng s�gma who are educa�ng and 
informing both Canadians  and 
Europeans about cannabis, hemp and 
CBD every day.

Cy Williams
Publisher/Editor

High! Canada Magazine
High! Europe Magazine

editor@highcanada.net
www.highcanada.net
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a brief history of the a brief history of the 
global marijuana marchglobal marijuana march

- We can be imprisoned and fined just letting 
someone see one legal plant growing in our garden

- The Cannabis industry is being taken over by 
millionaires, ex - cops and prohibitionist politicians 
while those who have been most harmed by 
politicians are left out and continue to be 
demonized

- It has become harder for patients to access 
medical cannabis now than it was before 
"legalization”

- Events with cannabis use are forbidden from 
getting permits.

- The high taxes on cannabis, especially taxes on 
medicinal cannabis which is taxed like no other 
legal medicine

- Growing more than 4 Cannabis plants remains a 
serious crime but there are no limits on home beer 
brewing

- Discrimatory Driving Laws which declare people 
to be impaired even if they are a medical user or 
haven't digested cannabis in days

- The low quality, high prices, contamination, 

We are very lucky to live in Canada, the first G8 
country to legalize cannabis. As flawed as the 
legalization process has been in Canada, for most 
of the world, Cannabis is still considered a 
Schedule 1 drug.  With less than a year into 
legalization process in Canada it is important to 
improve these emerging laws and help start the 
legalization of this herb around the world. We may 
have won the initial battle here in Canada but the 
war still rages on. We need to continue to show our 
solidarity and support for those countries in which it 
is still illegal as well as educating the populace, 
dispelling the myths and stopping the continued 
spread of blatant misinformation.

You may ask "Hey! We won in Canada, why 
continue protesting?"

Here is a list of reasons to protest

According to the Victoria Cannabis Buyers Club 
there are many reasons to work for the 
improvement of the legalization framework in 
Canada such as

- Cannabis users have nowhere legal for us to use 
our cannabis
- We are treated and punished far more severely 
than alcohol users in every way



overpackaging of legal cannabis sometimes shown 
to have toxic pesticides and insects in the bud

- City bylaws which restricted cannabis shops far 
more strictly than liquor stores”

Here are some other reasons:

There is still a thriving black market with all the 
incidental crimes it entails

There are now harsher penalties for selling 
cannabis than when it illegal unless of course you 
are a LP

The Global Marijuana March (GMM) also known as 
The Million Marijuana March (MMM) will be 
celebrating its 21st annual this year, a fitting number 
in Canada being that this is the first year it is 
recreationally legal here. It takes place on the first 
Saturday in May every year in cities throughout the 
world. An impressive 829 cities and 72 countries in 
total participated last year. The purpose of the 
march is to fight for cannabis legislation and protest 
against the penalties incurred for not following these 
outdated and unethical laws which, depending on 
the country can be downright draconian in nature. 
The ultimate goal of the GMM is worldwide 
legalization, freedom from persecution and 
amnesty for those who have been affected with a 
criminal record.

The Global Marijuana March began in 1999 and 
was organized in New York City by most noteably 
cannabis activist Dana Beal, who has organized 
many cannabis demonstrations, actively fought for 
legalization and has been part of other activist 
groups including Yippies. The beginings were 
humble with 31-36 cities participating in the first 
year's march compared to the 2010 high of 328 
cities. Now on average, there are 40 nations 
participating in this march, helping to raise 
awareness around the world.

The GMM continues to grow in popularity among 
developing countries however with federal 
legalization in Canada as well as in multiple states in 
the US turnouts have become smaller at North 
American events. You don't have to live in a major 
city to show your support. My own hometown of 
St.Catharines, Ontario participated in 2018 for the 
first time alongside larger cities like Montreal and 
Toronto. World wide, countries from Angola to 
Vietnam and everywhere in between have 
participated.

Now we finally have legal recreational and medical 
cannabis in this beautiful country, it is more 

important for our community to show solidarity and 
support for the people around the world still being 
persecuted and having their lives ruined because 
of outdated laws.

We hope you had a chance to get out to your local 
Global Marijuana March on May 4 2019 and maybe 
it will have inspired you to try organizing your own 
event if you don't already have one locally. In 
Canada we are lucky to be free to choose to 
consume cannabis for medicinal effects or just to 
get high.  

Let's show the world this is something truly special 
and should be actively celebrated all over the 
planet on a regular basis.

B Y J A S O N W A R DB Y J A S O N W A R DB Y J A S O N W A R D
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igh! Canada Magazine has had the Hextreme honor of si�ng down with two 
�me, Cannabis crusader and Cannabis 

Influencer Clint Younge. We had Clint in our 
August edi�on of High Canada Magazine and 
talked about mental health and his �me with 
MMJ Canada. We are honored to have a chance to 
talk to Clint again before he leaves Canada on 
some interna�onal adventures.

Clint - It is such an honor that you've invited us to 
sit down with you again. Tell me a li�le bit about 
what you've got going on right now?

Thanks, Cy. I took the role of President for Company 
X in Zurich, Switzerland. We have 40,000m2 of 
outdoor grows with carefully selected high cbd 
plants, along with 20,000m2 of greenhouses and 
about 5,000m2 of premium indoor grow space. 
Company X has distribu�on across Europe and is 
also consul�ng on interna�onal projects. We work 
towards ver�cally integra�ng those new ventures 
into the Company X structure. We help the local 
governments build their Cannabis infrastructure 
and help educate the legislators' set up a fair-trade 
system to  ensure  a  qua l i ty  product  for 
interna�onal distribu�on. Making sure that the 
local popula�on benefits first and foremost on 
those ventures is primordial to Company X. As you 
can see, we have been on a marathon for the last 5 
months, boots on the ground, ge�ng things done. 
Bringing Swiss Hempcare and Greenology together 
in Company X was a large task on its own. 
Greenology are indoor growing specialists and was 
founded in 2017. In that short �me, their master 
grower Tim has become one of the best in the 
industry. Amazing flowers with under 1% Thc, but 
with high THC terp profiles. Actually, Company X 
entered into the Silver Cup at Spannabis this year 
for CBD flowers and won first place, it was actually 
the first �me we entered a compe��on as a unit. 
The amazing quality of the batch that won 
Spannabis was 17.6% and I believe 0.68% THC, but 
we already managed to push the bar higher on the 
harvest we had recently, it tested at 20.6% CBD and 
0.7% THC. These guys are ge�ng be�er and be�er 
as �me goes, so who knows what other great 
material can come out of there in the future?  

When last spoke to you at the Li� Cannabis 
Awards in December 2018, you had walked away 
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with two awards. High! Canada Magazine was so 
hyped to find out about your Spannabis win, tell me a 
li�le more about what happened between the �me 
you won the two Li� Awards to the �me your team 
won in Barcelona in March 2019. There is a lot that 
went on there during that period, can you tell our 
readers a li�le about that �me?

Yes of course. When we last met, I had recently resigned 
from MMJ Canada. I had made a promise to my staff, 
that if I did resign from MMJ Canada I wouldn't take a 
job in the legal market in Canada. There were internal 
problems with the board,  the vision of the company 
changed, the way things were going poli�cally and the 
way that the government was taking control and 
ramping up enforcement.

By that point, I felt it was �me to move on, keep my 
promise, and that's exactly what I did. I started probing 
European companies to see where I could posi�on 
myself abroad. During that �me, I was approached by 
several Canadian and North American companies, but 
a�er careful considera�on, I decided to align myself 
with Company X. They were a no-brainer, a team with 
which I share the values. It was crazy, an instant synergy. 
Their level of compassion, dona�ng parts of their salary, 
parts of their sales and their �me towards building non-
profits helping others. Of course, everyone cares about 
money, we all want to make money, it's a good business, 
you need to make money, but you should never sell 
yourself, your vision or your dreams. Company X always 
put compassion and integrity over greed. I was no�cing 
that a lot of the people I was mee�ng during my quest to 
find the right partners were just talking about money, 
money, money and more money. That played a major 
role in my decision to not take their offers. For me, 
Company X had the values I was looking for, and in the 
heart of the largest untapped cannabis market in the 
world, Europe. 

Company X and it's founding companies, Greenology, 
and Swiss Hempcare, were the ones with which I found 
the most affinity. I'd spoken to other companies in 
Europe and they always carry that « Old Con�nent » 
na�onal pride. When I was mee�ng the teams in 
Switzerland, I'd always hear that "Oh Man, we want to 
make everything Swiss made, Swiss strong". It made 
sense to me and, when you think about it, it's a great 
selling point for products because « Swiss Made » 
carries a lot of significance, ethics, high quality, 
precision, perfec�on… What I found most interes�ng 
though, is that typical Swiss neutrality, working 
interna�onally with companies from various countries 
in the emerging cannabis markets. Helping them grow 
ethically, ver�cally integra�ng their structure in 

Company X, and truly becoming a worldwide cannabis 
brand.

The best thing about that is you, in my opinion as 
editor of a Canadian cannabis magazine is that you are 
at the top of your game here in Canada. A country that 
is world renowned and applauded around the world 
right now for the posi�ve steps it has made in terms of 
Cannabis, in terms of legaliza�on. High! Canada 
Magazine is so incredibly proud of you because you've 
not only risen to the top of your game in Canada but 
you've taken that to Europe in a big way and you're 
leaving the country, making big sacrifices. You are 
leaving family and friends behind to do something 
absolutely amazing and it's helping Canada become a 
true World Player.

I never looked at it that way. I've always kind of looked at 
things like ‘I'm just a sick dude, a li�le bit broken’, trying 
to make the world a be�er place with cannabis. I knew it 
would have been immoral for me to take a job in 
Canada, especially in the legal market and a�er 
everything I went through with MMJ Canada. I don't 
mean any disrespect towards the people who work in 
the new legal framework, great, good on them, I know 
they need to survive. At the end of the day, you need to 
do what you need to do in this industry to make sure you 
have a paycheck and be happy. I didn't take a job in the 
legal market in Canada, simply because I wouldn't have 
been able to live with myself if I didn't leave Canada and 
do this. Now I get to help developing countries with 
their economic situa�on and building both their legal 
and physical cannabis infrastructure. We can be 
extremely beneficial to local communi�es in developing 
countries through cannabis. I'm blessed that I get 
represent my home country of Canada doing this 
interna�onally, I've always looked at myself as more of a 
world ci�zen. I've always said from the start; I'm not 
going to stop un�l I do this across the globe.

I strategically placed myself in Europe with ICBC through 
Alex Rogers, Jamie Shaw, people like yourself Cy. I 
poised myself as a strong advocate in Canada by 
winning mul�ple awards and by being featured on 
various magazine covers. At the end of the day, ge�ng 
visibility and notoriety in the industry is nice, but these 
are just some of the perks that the companies I work 
with get if they take me on as either a partner and/or 
consultant. What makes me competent at what I do is 
being able to build up an exis�ng company from within, 
give the teams the ability to fight and win on the market 
essen�ally. When I started at MMJ, I always envisioned 
binging it from the star�ng blocks to somewhere 
special. They were doing about $900,000 in sales a year 
when I started. We managed to grow from 1 store to 11 
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stores and upward of $50 million dollars in sales a year 
by the �me I le�. 

Over the last 3 years, we raised over $250,000 for 
groups like « The LOST Organiza�on » with the help of 
so many amazing advocates and companies. I would 
honestly like to list them all because they all generously 
donated around $5,000, but they know who they are 
and should be proud to support such a good cause. A 
big thank you to bands like Monster Truck, Walk Off The 
Earth, Sco� Hellman, Ben Sinister and many others that 
played for the cause and saw what we were trying to do. 
I helped build ‘The LOST Organiza�on’ with Rebecca 
Taube, a big mental health advocate. That's when my 
drive and my ability to never quit comes into play, 
ALWAYS complete the task at hand. When I say 
something, whether I can be a bit harsh 
some�mes or not, which I feel in this 
industry you need to be, it gets done 
and it gets done very quickly. I am 
extremely lucky to have found a team 
like the one in Company X, which is 
driven to execute as fast and swi�ly 
as I do.

Tell us a li�le bit more about 
C o m p a ny  X ,  w h o  a re  y o u 
working with?

Mario Nyfeler , Tobias Jenni and 
Manuel Kobler make up the 
t o p  m a n a g e m e n t  a t 
Greenology. They are our 
indoor grow specialists for 
Company X and they excel 
at it. Tobias is also a board 
member of the Medical 
Cannabis Associa�on of 
S w i t ze r l a n d ,  w h i c h 
works directly with the 
state on issues like cannabis 
compliancy, pilot medical projects, 
and R&D. It's like CAMCD (Canadian 
Associa�on of Medical Cannabis Dispensaries) was for 
a while when Jamie Shaw was president. Some great 
people were involved in it as well and made some 
headway, such as Kerry Jang who's regula�ons were 
put in place before the final law was dra�ed in 
Canada. The beauty of Tobias having this direct 
communica�on with the state is that it covers a 
broad spectrum of cannabis-related topics. This 
makes Tobi's role very important, as educa�ng the 
government about the rights and the wrongs of 
the industry is what will make it ul�mately move 
forward on some issues. Model: Clint Younge

Photographer: @JayPerry
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Manuel Kobler, our Chief Legal Officer is another person that 
keeps Company X going strong. He keeps a close eye on all the 
partners as he knows the some�mes-tricky legal landscape 
operators in the cannabis industry have to navigate in. I care 
about Manuel very much, he's a very compassionate person 
and always on point. If there are any legal issues, it all comes 
down to his call, some�mes tough calls, that's something I 
admire very much in Manuel. His ability to balance and deal 
with not only Greenology but also with Company X is 
unmatched. He makes everything work seamlessly and keeps a 
levelled head doing so. I actually learned from his way of 
execu�ng tasks, I tend to get overwhelmed with so many things 
going on at the same �me, it is refreshing to have a calmer way 
of dealing with things,  a different way to deal with my own 
mental health issues while I'm going through stressful �mes. 
Concerning my fight with mental health, I always used the LOST 
Organiza�on as a safe place to deal with my stress, as well as 
Amazing Fitness, in Hamilton. You know I've never been 
through more struggles in my life than I have with cannabis and 
mental health, every �me I come into Amazing Fitness, John, 
Alex and Mike (who are part of the family that runs it) make me 
feel loved whether I'm in a bad mood or I'm in a great mood. 
They always just tolerate and accept who I am, and it's a 
wonderful place to be able to go and work out and feel safe and 
deal with your stress. For this, you need a safe place, an outlet, 
and Amazing Fitness has given me all that. I'm very thankful for 
everything that both groups have done for me over the last 
three years, thank you guys.

Going back to Manuel and seeing the way that he goes about his 
businesses is a great experience for me. To get to witness it all 
from the outside looking in because it teaches me about myself 
and the things I could change. Mario, the CEO of Greenology is 
the educator in the group. He does all touring of the facili�es, 
breaks down informa�on, oversees the master growers and is 
overall a very educated man. Mario to me is a great leader, he 
always keeps his composure and is overall a different type of 
leader than I am. He doesn't speak unless what he says has 
substance and is always watching and listening. He's a very 
valuable asset when we get in big discussions with poten�al 
partners or strategic investors. Mario is a serial entrepreneur 
and has also dealt with big players in the past, making him an 
invaluable asset to Company X.

The rest of Company X would be Nicolas Meyerman and 
Sebas�en Naville, along with the Swiss Hempcare Team. Nima 
and Sina Kämpf both come from a family of diplomats, they had 
the opportunity to travel extensively and live in many different 
countries across the globe.  They have both been ac�ve in 
cannabis since 2016 when they founded their company, Swiss 
Hempcare. When these boys start a task - they complete it. 
What I really admire about Nima are his communica�on skills, 
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his ability to see through the smoke and mirrors and to 
execute a task quickly. There is no be�er CEO for Swiss 
Hempcare.  His brother Sina is always on the go, 
constantly making sure that all opera�ons are going 
smoothly with Swiss Hempcare and Company X. They 
are both a valuable piece to the puzzle and bring a lot to 
Company X. They are expert outdoor and greenhouse 
growers, with a work ethic and dedica�on to the 
industry is admirable.

Together it's quite impressive what Swiss Hempcare and 
Greenology are doing. Nicolas and Sebas�en are 
partners in Company X, they both come from banking 
and finance backgrounds in Switzerland. Having 
extensive client rela�ons and por�olio management 
experience, they will probably be the ones you shake 
hands with at different conferences and trade shows. 
It's been a tough road for them the last couple of years, 
before ge�ng into the cannabis industry. They each lost 
a parent to cancer and had to deal with the increasingly 
complicated and stressful Swiss banking sector. Since 
2014 and the collapse of Swiss banking secrecy, along 

with increased sanc�ons and scru�ny from the U.S and 
European Union, it led many people in the financial 
sector to have burnouts and experience various mental 
health issues. With many in the banking sector losing 
their jobs, the last 5 years dealt a major blow to the 
Swiss banking system. Nick and Seb's entrance into the 
cannabis industry wasn't easy either. They were 
confronted with many obstacles and unscrupulous 
companies and realized that bringing their vision to a 
group of people who could grow it and execute it was 
the only way to get somewhere. I am extremely happy to 
have seen them persevere through all this, and to have 
those two in Company X is unbelievable. From sales or 
managing client rela�onships to bringing major deals to 
the table, there is nothing those two can't do. Seb has 
found his calling in large scale biomass projects, and 
Nick is an encyclopaedia about everything cannabis, 
especially when it comes to extrac�ons and bi-products. 

That's Company X essen�ally.
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What does the future hold for you and Company X?

We are going to be working in mul�ple countries and 
ver�cally integra�ng those ventures into Company 
X. In order to be more efficient, I'm living part-�me in 
Bangkok and with Company X we are working with  
Southeast Asian countries that I have to leave 
nameless right now. We also have poten�al plays in 
North and South America. As we move forward we'll 
be expanding our facili�es as well as our distribu�on 
in pharmacies and retail loca�ons across Europe. We 
are looking to become the biggest cannabis wellness 
brand in the world.

You're going to be seeing us at Cannatrade and ICBC 
in Zurich in May.  ICBC is May 15-16th and we'll be on 
two different panels speaking. I will be on the 

Strategic Partnership Panel and Tobias will be on a 
Swiss business panel. Immediately a�er that, we 
have Cannatrade from May 17th to the 19th. It's easy 
to get a hold of us there, and we will also be out in 
force interna�onally throughout a number of events 
this year as well. 

See you in Switzerland!

B Y C Y W I L L I A M SB Y C Y W I L L I A M SB Y C Y W I L L I A M S
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ince legaliza�on of cannabis in Canada in SOctober 2018, I’ve focused my travels on 
countries and places that have also legalized 

or are on the cusp of coming to some government 
arrangements to do so. This March I decided to head 
back to my FAVORITE vaca�on des�na�on; Negril, 
Jamaica! 

Negril has always been a place I’ve been able to 
e s c a p e  t o  w i t h o u t  w o r r y  a b o u t 
obtaining/consuming cannabis, and have always 
been gi�ed some added educa�on along the way. In 
past trips I have done Rastafari tours into Orange Hill 
and dips into the Blue Hole, but this �me It was my 
hope to be able to share with everyone who loves 
everything cannabis and vaca�ons, to be able to go 

and enjoy Negril, the culture, food and cannabis safely 
without having to leave the beach! And if you do, to 
point you in the right direc�on without having to find it 
on your own. 

Overview of Negril

Negril, Jamaica has been blessed by nature with two 
breathtaking beaches of sparkling, crystal like sand 
which stretches for seven miles, and gorgeous 
turquoise waters that go on forever. Bloody Bay (named 
a�er the whales that used to be slaughtered here) 
curves in a horseshoe and Long Bay runs straight and 
true. As you leave this seven mile strip of heaven and 
pass the roundabout in Negril’s city center, the road 



runs to the West End with endless bou�que hotels and 
restaurants all along the edges of the cliffs. There are 
caves to explore, and bluffs to jump from into the crystal 
clear ocean. 

Exploring the town of Negril is rela�vely easy given 
there is only one main road running along the beach. At 
the roundabout in the centre of town you will find 
shopping plazas, cra�ers markets, pain�ngs, carvings, 
sculptures and hand cra�ed jewellery by talented 
Jamaican ar�sts. 

Cloud 9 Green Market

I came across Cloud 9 Green Market back in March of 
2018 while doing my regular check up of the new things 
going on in Negril. They are a husband and wife from 
Texas, Mohammed and Sa�va, not quite moved to 
Negril 100% just yet but have partnered up with Banana 
Shout Resort owner Milo Gallico and have a budding 
edibles venture.  I met up with Mohammed and Sa�va 
at Banana Shout to sit in on an infused bake session in 
the cliffs of West Morland. Was the BEST baking session 
I have ever been apart of with a backdrop unlike 
anything I get back home staring at the wall in my 
kitchen. Sa�va, a yoga teaching, so� spoken, delicious 
baking machine, made up infused vegan fudge 
brownies, topped with toasted almonds, peanut 
m&m`s and white chocolate cookie drizzle with a dalop 
of infused ice cream. At about 100mg thc for the 
brownie and another 100mg thc for the ice cream, I had 
an amazingly mellow and giggly feeling a�er awhile, 
although I am sure my surroundings also had something 
to do with it! We also had the pleasure of being escorted 
to a nightclub in Negril by Mohammed and Sa�va, and 
although I cannot post pictures from that evening, the 
joints were plen�ful, the company LIT and the music 
and dancing off the charts! Collab in the works! 

Cloud 9 Greenmarket can be reached on Instagram at 
cloud9_greenmarket and on WhatsApp 

Did I men�on they also deliver and their ice cream can 
be found at Patsy`s Coffeeshop, One Love Drive, West 
End Rd

Banana Shout Resort 

This is a beau�ful bou�que style resort set in right in the 
cliffs near Ricks Cafe. You can jump in and go for a swim 

in your own private snorkelling cove, stay in one of four 
unique private co�ages perched on the 30 foot cliff`s 
edge, offering spectacular seaside sunset viewing, with 
�ered sun decks built into and around a cave with a 
fresh water shower.

On our tour with Milo of his beau�ful li�le gem we 
discovered 2 older issues of HiGH Canada Magazine in 
his office! He grabbed his Volcano and we sampled 
some delicious Lemon Pie & AK47 (Canadian 
comparable cannabis) as well as some very tasty hash. 
Didn`t have the pleasure of spending any nights at this 
resort but that`s definitely in the future plans, and if 
beaches aren`t your thing or you would like to break 
your trip up between the beach and the cliffs, THIS IS 
THE PLACE.



Any Likkle Ting U Need

If you understand at all the laidback nature of 
Jamaicans, then this service is one that immediately 
caught my a�en�on during my research before heading 
back this �me. Timely, fast, & delivery are NOT words 
typically associated with Negril (and what makes it so 
relaxed) however, I had to see for myself. I contacted 

the owner, Maureen Minter originally of New Jersey and 
her partner Nitro of Negril in advance so that I could take 
a few minutes of their �me when I arrived to learn more 
about how they are making such a service work in such a 
laid back environment. When I finally got to Negril I 
messaged Maureen and placed an order of the famous 



Connie’s Mac N’ Cheese and fried chicken x2. By the 
�me I rolled some giant joints (gi�ed by my driver and 
friend) and had some laughs Maureen and Nitro 
arrived.  Nitro is quick and quite the comedian, and 
Maureen is so warm and friendly...the friendship was 
instant. It wasn`t long before I realized how a business 
of this nature was able to even work in Negril, and, 
Maureen definitely fits the bill. Coming from a fast 
paced city life in New Jersey, she understands the value 
in speedy and quality service and catering to foreign 

travellers fills a gap that nobody else in Negril is doing. 
She does have her hurdles however, such as working 
with businesses like restaurants & drivers that will work 
within a short �meframe and on short no�ce. But things 
are slowly working out and with her talented and 
hilarious partner Nitro, they seem to be growing their 
awesome business daily. Nitro brings some light hearted 
comedy to all he does and makes you feel so welcome, 
safe and knowledgeable in his tours and delivery 
services!



Based in Negril, Any Likkle Ting U Need is exactly that! The 
services they offer include:

Airport Transfer – will pick you up at the airport, assist you 
with your luggage, and if requested have whatever 
supplies you need on hand to make your arrival more 
enjoyable! Red Stripe, Cannabis, food etc., Can stop along 
the way to Negril to enjoy some local spots and ease into 
vaca�on mode!

Tours – Benta Falls, Blue Hole, Orange Hill, Belmont 
(Bluefields), YS Falls, Ricks Cafe, Banana Shout and 
anywhere else you may want to see!

Shop & Deliver – Forget to pack something? Don’t want 
to leave beach but want food from somewhere else in 
town? Beer? Water? Cannabis? A gi� for someone? 
Phone rental?  Any Likkle Ting will bring whatever you 
need right to you on the beach or to your hotel. 

Motorcycle Tours – Explore Negril 

Des�na�on Wedding Planning – Will assist in loca�on 
and event arrangements.

A big PLUS to the services of Any Likkle Ting is that unlike 
most anything or anyone in Negril, when it rains, they 

will s�ll answer your requests! 
You can find them and their ENDLESS ***** 
ra�ngs and reviews on Instagram and 
Facebook @AnyLikkleTingUNeed and they 
can be reached at (876)544-8655

Dee`s Tropical 
Paint Par�es
Last month for Interna�onal Womens Day I 
wrote a piece on the owner of Dee`s Tropical 
Paint Par�es, Phelicia Deorrah and her move 
from corporate America to pursue her 
dreams of art and giving back in Negril. One of 
the amazing pain�ng sessions that she offers 
is a `Smoke n`Stroke`on the beach at sunset, 
so I booked a session for two when we 
arrived. We met Phelicia on seven mile beach 
(a 20min beach walk from our hotel) and went 
up to a beau�ful open second floor space 
overlooking the beach and the slowly 
approaching sunset to a lovely area set up for 
2. Complete with 2 pre rolls each from Island 
Strain, and our pain�ng sta�ons all ready to 
go. 

Phelicia welcomed us with warm hugs and 
a�er a bit of ge�ng situated we sparked a 
joint and began pain�ng. The strain was a 
Hybrid called Amnesia, and we giggled and 
painted and giggled some more, the buzz was 
fantas�c! Halfway through our sunset session 
I sparked the fancier pre-roll i received called 
First Lady, also a Hybrid from Island Strain and 
we had an amazing finish to our pain�ng 
session. Phelicia was a fantas�c teacher and 
the end result was something I am not 
embarrassed to hang in my house! Phelicia is 
a  v e r y  t a l e n t e d  w o m a n  w h o  d o e s 



commissioned art,  and 
postcard art. Dee`s Tropical 
Paint Par�es include ``Make 
and Take` ``Smoke and 
Stroke`` and ``Paint and 
P o u r ` `  a n d  c a n 
accommodate any group or 
party! She can be found on 
I n s t a g r a m  a t 
tropicalpaintpar�es and 
n 8 a r � r u t h  a s  w e l l  o n 
f a c e b o o k  a s  w e l l  a s 
www.tropicalpaintpar�es.c
om

Next month, I will focus on 
an award winning cannabis 
cup winner from Orange 
Hill,  a special cannabis 
connoisseur who hangs 
beach s ide,  as  wel l  as 
c a n n a b i s  f r i e n d l y 
a c c o m m o d a � o n s  a n d 
infused food in Negril.

Big Up to all my friends in 
Negril and all that you do! 
Keep working hard and 
making life beau�ful! 



www.beyondsmoking.ca

www.curvedpapers.ca/shop

http://www.curvedpapers.ca/shop




Friday, May 3 was World Press Freedom Day. 
The United Nations General Assembly declared May 
3 to be World Press Freedom Day or just World Press 
Day to raise awareness of the importance of freedom 
of the press and remind governments of their duty to 
respect and uphold the right to freedom of 
expression enshrined under Article 19 of the 
1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Press_Freedom_
Day

At the time of this writing, Julian Assange, founder of 
WikiLeaks is being held in the UK awaiting 
extradition to the US for alleged conspiracy 
involving US state secrets. While in the US, 
whistleblower Chelsea Manning has been jailed once 
again. This time for failing to answer questions put to 
her by a secret grand jury regarding her involvement 
with Julian Assange and WikiLeaks. Meanwhile 
Edward Snowden, exiled to Russia for exposing the 
lies and secret minutiae of the US Security State 
commented at Ecuador's invitation for the UK's 

"Every time we witness an injustice and do not act, we train our character to be passive in its 
presence and thereby eventually lose all ability to defend ourselves and those we love”

Julian Assange

"Journalism is printing what someone else 
does not want printed; everything else is public relations”

George Orwell



“All of us in the press should read the charges made against Assange very carefully, 
as this case has enormous potential ramifications for journalists everywhere.” 

Matt Taibbi, Rolling Stone investigative journalist

  “The greatest traitor in Ecuadorian and Latin American history,
 Lenin Moreno, allowed the British police to enter our embassy in London 

to arrest Assange. Moreno is a corrupt man, but what he 
has done is a crime that humanity will never forget.”

Rafael Correa,  former President of Eucador who originally granted Julian Assange asylum

remedies instead of natural ones involving cannabis. 
Advocates and activists pushed for acceptance which 
led to some countries' decriminalization.

Nowadays, numerous medical testimonials can attest to 
the reversal of pain, ailments and disease through the 
use of cannabis. Imagine how much happier and 
healthier a society we could be, had we as citizens were 
allowed to choose cannabis as their treatment instead 
of pharmaceuticals. Daily, more Europeans are waking 
up to living a life with cannabis with some freedom to 
util ize its applications to enhance and better 
themselves. News outlets were not encouraged to 
report on the great healing that came from cannabis. 
Some European media is now allowed to report on all 
facets of cannabis education available to all citizens. The 
freedom that some Europeans now have to read and 
publish on cannabis is one we should cherish. This is the 
nexus where cannabis and WikiLeaks meet. Journalists 
are being censored, penalized, threatened, sued, 
imprisoned and even murdered for simply doing their 
jobs, for reporting the truth. Assange and Manning are 
heroes, not criminals. Cannabis is a herb for medicine 
and recreation, not a danger to society. The choice is 
ours, light or darkness 

"Democracy dies in the dark.” Bob Woodward, 
Watergate investigative reporter

 “So this is how liberty dies – with thunderous applause.” 
Padmé Amidala, Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the 
Sith

"The arrest of Assange I fear, marks the official beginning 
of the corporate totalitarianism that will define our 
lives." Chris Hedges, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist

B Y R A I N B O W S M I T H EB Y R A I N B O W S M I T H EB Y R A I N B O W S M I T H E

secret police "To drag a publisher of, like it or not, award 
winning journalism out of the building is going to end up 
in the history books. Assange critics may cheer but this is 
a dark day for press freedom." Former Greek finance 
minister Yanis Varoufakis had this to say: "The game is 
up. Years of lies exposed. Assange was persecuted for 
exposing war crimes." As Julian Assange himself says 
"It's very simple. People have the right to know and a 
right to question power. That's true democracy."

What does this have to do with Cannabis and World 
Press Freedom Day? Simple. This is about Europe's 
Freedom of the Press and what it means to be a 
journalist/publisher. When you embarrass those in 
power by shining a l ight on their  crimes and 
machinations, the powerful will attempt to silence you in 
any way they can. This most recent outrage may be a 
turning point for journalism. We can validate and cheer 
what Assange, Manning and WikiLeaks have done for 
democracy or we can punish them for doing what the 
press in a well functioning democracy is meant to do i.e. 
inform the public. The end game is an Orwellian 
dystopia.

Okay, this isn't at the same level, but those of us in the 
Cannabis community have experienced the tyranny of 
prohibition, propaganda and media censorship for 
years. We know what it is to be opposed by powerful 
interests both state and private and we've  suffered the 
lies, propaganda and distortion directed at us by the 
mainstream media. Cannabis has been vilified and its use 
stigmatized for almost a century. All over the world,  
people are being imprisoned for simple possession of 
tiny amounts, their whole lives turned upside down, 
homes and assets being seized, civil assets forfeiture 
padding the coffers of corrupt politicians and law 
enforcement. Generations of people have been 
harassed and imprisoned for their consumption of this 
healing herb and its benefits. Censorship of cannabis' life 
saving qualities were carried by the mainstream media 
due to European laws. Research studies on cannabis 
were limited, and as a result people chose allopathic 
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As a Canadian correspondent in Europe I feel that every 
Canadian Medical Cannabis patient should get down on 
their knees (if they can) and give thanks for the absolutely 
crappy medical cannabis system they have in Canada 
because I personally know people that are navigating the 
Reefer Madness in Europe.

It’s basically right at the very start or beginnings in most 
countries. Even Germany which has the biggest medical 
cannabis market in Europe. Good Luck finding a doctor 
willing to prescribe. Even if your doctor prescribes he could 
be stopped by the police/judicial powers. My friend's 
doctor in Germany has to go before a judge because two of 
his patients were stopped and had more cannabis on them 
than their prescription allowed for. The police checked 
how much on them and how much at home in the safe and 
what day of the month it was and calculated everything. 
The doctor can take no new patients at this time. So you 
get your prescription you have 7 days to fill it. 

Does your apothecary even have any cannabis for you to 
buy? You can buy online and at the store. Right now you 
have a choice of Dutch, German or Canadian Cannabis. Out 
of those is there even a strain that would work for you? 
Then there is the cost. It averages 20 Euro a gram (ex.1 CAD 
= 0.66) so close to 30 dollars Cdn a gram. Oh did I mention 
you ONLY get a one month’s supple and your prescription 
is good for that month. You need cannabis next month well 

you are going to have to get another prescription so yes 
that means another doctor visit. My friend has to go to 
another city for his doctor. So the amount of work just to 
get and fill your prescription makes you want to smoke a 
Joint!  March 10th, 2018, was just the one year anniversary 
of their medical program, which jumped from around 
1,000 under the old laws , to a total of over 15,700 
applicants under the new laws, can their healthcare 
system keep up. NO. 

Oh yeah need your car for your job forget that. So basically 
as a medical cannabis patient you had to completely give 
up driving. Just this month at least I have heard that you 
don’t automatically lose your license due to a ruling from 
the Leipzig Federal Administration Court..Before the 
ruling, anyone caught having so much as a nanogram per 
mm of THC in one’s blood while operating a motor vehicle 
was subject to the cancellation of their license on the spot.

England, part of the Commonwealth. I don’t really know at 
this point. They are at ground zero. The first cannabis 
prescription was in November 2018 for Carly Barton, from 
Brighton a patient with pain associated with fibromyalgia. 
The NHS did not fund the treatment, so she had to pay 
2,500 Pounds for three months' treatment herself (1 gram 
per day). Let that really sink in just last year and the cost. 
There is no easy way for them to fill the prescription. How 
do I know this. 

www.shatterizer.ca

http://www.shatterizer.ca


My friend Forzana is the second Medical Cannabis patient in 
England (First person of colour). She is 32 and has Ehlers 
Danlos Syndrome hypermobility, which Is a complex 
syndrome that affects the body’s connective tissue. Her 
condition has no cure, only symptom management via 
pharmaceutical opiates, lifestyle and physiotherapy. Let me 
tell you what this poor girl has gone through and goes 
through. These prescriptions first of all are only part of a trial. 
There is no system yet set up for these patients. It’s all a one 
off affair. 

“The first major shipment of 800 grams (1.8 pounds) of 
medicinal cannabis arrived in the U.K. on Feb. 14, 2019 from 
the Netherlands To date, all imports have been for a single, 
predefined patient. This is the first time that product has been 
imported to be sold for future demand,” said Stephen 
Murphy, managing director of UK-based analytics company 
Prohibition Partners. The February shipment consisted of 
400 grams of Bedrocan Flower Afina and 400 grams of 
Bedica Flower Talea. So only two kinds of cannabis available 
for the country? Seriously? On the government website it 
talks about pharmaceutical products that contain cannabis 
and NOT CANNABIS FLOWER. Part of the supply problems 
are that there don’t seem to be any Cannabis Companies 
willing to be a loss leader, educate,  put the patients needs 
over profits and cultivate this market at its start.

Patients like Forzana are prescribed at the Manchester 
cannabis clinic by a private specialist. Patients are charged for 
referrals, initial appointments and prescriptions. Some 
patients choose to get a cross border prescription and fill it in 
Holland. Some pharmacy’s only accept Dutch prescriptions 
so patients need to register with a Dutch doctor with a valid 
European health insurance card.  Plus of course the cost and 
time of travelling to the pharmacy. When Forzana tried to get 
it in March it was a “clusterfuck”. You have to know there is a 
long long story not fit for print. The pharmacy did not order 
the correct amount and had to call around to find the 
medicine. She was given 20 grams of medicine which was out 
of date. Would they have done that with insulin? Or a heart 
medication? Given an expired bottle out? What about if Brexit 
happens then patients cannot cross the border to fill their 
prescriptions.  These are uncertain times and she is currently 
advised not to travel because the laws could change any day. 
Her option then is 5 grams at 269 Pounds at the English 
pharmacy. She needs 3 grams a day. 

Spain the land of Spannabis doesn’t even have a medical 
Cannabis program. Doctors can only advise or recommend that 
cannabis could be useful for your problem, condition or aliment. 
It’s not that doctors don’t believe in cannabis here but again I 
believe it has more to do with politics, laws and EU laws. There is 
a difference between Spain in Catalonia and they definitely have 
their own identity.  Barcelona has really pushed the line with all 
the Absolutely Wonderful Medical Cannabis Clubs that exist 
having access to flower, Hash, Concentrates and other cannabis 
products. This also gives them a community, access to 
information and a place to use their cannabis. The difference 
between Spain and a lot of the other EU countries is access to 
seeds and SUN so the average person can grow cannabis 
outdoors with ease. So no Cannabis prescriptions but there is 
access through these cannabis clubs and growing your own. It’s 
technically illegal to grow but you can buy seeds. The loophole in 
Europe is that the seeds are not being sold to grow but being 

sold to go into collections. The seed has no THC but the formula 
for THC ... possibly. So seeds are legal in most countries in 
Europe. 

The really crazy thing is in Europe, the doctor writes the 
prescription for a specific company and specific strain and that is 
all you can get. In a pharmacy in Amsterdam showing my 
Canadian prescription to pharmacy staff and having their brains 
implode… .How could I possibly dose myself? How can my 
prescription just say so many grams per day? Nothing to say what 
time of the day to use it?  A prescription for just over A YEAR??.... I 
get to DECIDE what products I want? I get to decide who 
provides my Cannabis? An unbelievable concept from their point 
of view. So YES don’t worry The Cannabis Fairy KNOWS we still 
have lots of work to do here and NOW I know there is tons in 
Europe too ...BUT, You THANK YOUR CANNABIS that you are 
living here in the LAND of CANNADA!

www.marijuana.com/news/2018/03/more-patients-more-
prescriptions-too-little-cannabis-in-germany/

www.nhs.uk/conditions/medical-cannabis/

www.mjbizdaily.com/united-kingdom-receives-first-bulk-
shipment-of-medical-cannabis

http://www.phytomedical.ca
http://www.phytomedical.ca
mailto:editor@highcanada.net
mailto:creative@highcanada.net
mailto:creative@highcanada.net


T h e  C a n n a b i s  F a i r y 
travels to Spannabis!

Long Distance marathon, Ultramarathon or one 
of the Cannabis Fairy Mottos….Burn the candle at 
both ends and in the middle at the same time….is 
about the only way to explain Spannabis.
Spannabis for anyone who does not know is the 
Biggest Cannabis Event on the Cannabis calendar 
in Europe. In the suburbs of Barcelona at the 
beautiful crystal pyramid that is the Fira de 
Cornelia you will find for a weekend every year in 
March (this was the 16th edition) thousands and 
thousands of cannabis lovers. A trade show for 
c a n n a b i s  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  g e a r e d  f o r 
professionals and other folks.  Mostly from Spain 
and Europe but from all over, let me tell you how 
Happy I was this year to see so many fellow 
Canadian Cannabis professionals as Exhibitors 
and visiting like me . Well maybe not EXACTLY like 
The Cannabis Fairy which for me means at least 
three days filled with trying tons of Cannabis in 
ALL it’s different forms.  But really the reality for 
me this year was literally 2 hours from touching 
down on the Wednesday I was visiting my first 
Barcelona cannabis club and enjoying some 
amazing Gold Cream Hash till I said goodbye to my 
friends the day after Spannabis to fly back to 
Amsterdam. 

As this was my second year at Spannabis I knew a 
little more what to expect, the sheer size is 
daunting. When you look at the map and see all 
the booths . This year not 3 but 5 Anexos/Tents, 
the massive building and yes there were more 
booths outside. Plus if that was not enough for 
you to try and meet all those people at the booths 
and see their product(s)/service(s). There was 
also the seventh edition of the World Cannabis 
Conferences held together with Spannabis. They 
had speakers on scientific, medical and political 
issues; from many countries all trying to promote 
hemp and cannabis. Spannabis had a Champions 
Cup for Professional Growers which included 
flower, CBD and Concentrate categories. Then 
there were all the other Cups and Competitions 
around town in the Cannabis Clubs.  I luckily got 
invited to HQ Barcelona for The Masters of Rosin 
Competition. So there are ALL these things to see 



and do.  Somehow within all of this you also have 
to find time to connect with people you know. If 
your the Cannabis Fairy then how many people 
are you going to run into that you know and,have 
to talk to, smoke a joint, dab with and just hang.  
Of course you are going to meet new, amazing 
people in all areas of the Cannabis industry and 
community and want to hang and smoke a joint 
with them too! You want to be able to be there 
from when the gates open till the minute it closes 
at night.Trying to achieve that can be difficult with 
all the after parties at all the cannabis clubs. Then 
another Cannabis Fairy Motto comes into 
play...You can sleep as much as you want when 
your DEAD! 

I will say it was slightly different from last year. 
What was the same and it was amazing  the 
amount of Cannabis seed companies. There was 
65 of them mostly European, lots of American and 
even Canadian. So many products to help you 
grow cannabis, organizations and associations, 
media outlets, and products related to using your 
cannabis or concentrates. Rolling paper, glass 
companies and all sorts of rosin and extraction 
methods. What was different and upsetting that 
there was not as many CBD companies this year. 
According to the Spannabis website, CBD is not 
authorized by  AECOSAN (Spanish Agency for 
Consumption, Food Safety and Nutrition), the 
regulator of food supplements in Spain nor the 
EU.From the point of view of flowers,oils,and 
extracts (included e-liquids with cannabinoids), 
they are also illegal, since, although they do not 
contain THC, they are useful controlled parts of 
the plant, separated without authorization from 
the AEMPS (Spanish Agency for Medicines and 
Health Products). So very little CBD this year it 
made The Cannabis Fairy very sad. In Canada we 
have so many products and amazing CBD flower 
now and I know there are tons of CBD companies 
in Europe and would have loved to see what was 
new and different and of course connect with 
some of the people I met the year before.

The Cannabis legends I got not only to meet but 
really talk to. The Abuela of Spanish cannabis the 
first legal grower in the country Fernanda De La 
Figuera, I feel honoured that the day before at the 
woman’s selfie that she asked for my joint and I 





just gave it to her.   Anyone who knows me, 
knows I LOVE HASH so to be able to meet 
Frenchy Cannoli The Hash King and Mila Jansen 
The Hash Queen was surreal. There were so 
many amazing people to meet. It is just so 
amazing when you talk the language of 
Cannabis like some of us do and to be around so 
many like minded people. Compared to the 
Reefer madness that I know exists in so many 
places in Europe. Spannabis is a breath of fresh 
air.
It does still freak me out how weird Spain is. All 
you Cannabis people in Spain are Ghosts…...I 
was telling everyone there ...My word for Spain 
is GHOSTS!  I know you EXIST I saw you last year 
at Spannabis, thousands and thousands of you. 
Yet when you walk around the streets of 
Barcelona you do not smell it, unless I was 
recently by haha. The absolutely beautiful clubs 
that are hidden in plain sight but with nothing 
on the outside that would promote cannabis in 
any way. I almost felt like I was a teenager in a 
friend’s basement.  Anyone I spoke to thought it 
was a really well thought out perception of the 
cannabis community. And there is a HUGE 
Cannabis community in Spain and especially 
Barcelona. The disconnect that I see with my 
eyes is hard to take and it’s because of that I feel 
one of the BEST and most IMPORTANT part of 
my trip!!. Was me being me…..The Little Old 
Cannabis Fairy from Toronto.....And DE/UN-
Brainwashing People in my Travels..... Sprinkling 
My Cannadust wherever I go..

In Barcelona....When not in my Cannabis 
Outfits/Spannabis Days...I walked around 
Barcelona sightseeing and  window shopping . 
AND HAD MY CANNABIS TOTE BAG....So How 
many minds did I change, every single fucking 
person that saw and or talked to me....You could 
see it in their eyes...I would finish and turn to go 
out the store...or walk past the person ...AND 
THEY WOULD SEE THE BAG.....and every time 
the look I got was ...REALLY SHE IS ONE OF 
THOSE?!?! PEOPLE...... They would do a second 
take...Every Freaking Time....Ended up Having 
some LONG Discussions with all sorts of people 
about Cannabis use..And I really really hope it 
helps people see that you can do cannabis for 
MANY DECADES and it not be a scary affair.

I will say it again I met amazing people at 
Spannabis. I know there are lots of people, great 
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knew she was one of us! All those damn flying rules 
now. She was like I can't accept.. I’m like NO you are 
HELPING me, I know these cannabis related things 
will have a good home, and I was like NOOOOOO as 
the Canadian Cannabis Fairy I have to give you 
s o m e t h i n g . . . . . O t h e r w i s e  I ' m  n o t  b e i n g 
CANADIAN....Or a CANNABIS FAIRY.....I have to 
sprinkle Cannadust wherever I go…

Is it too soon to start planning next year. Hope to see 
you there!

www.spannabis.com/barcelona/images/20 19/pdf/Co
nditions_Participation_Spannabis_2019.pdf
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people promoting Cannabis. I was really impressed 
with Greenardo Cannabis club. The amount and level 
of educational materials for club members to use. The 
professionalism by the staff was gold standard. I want 
to thank Eduardo for spending the amount of time 
with me that he did in answering the gazillion of 
questions I had about the Spanish system or lack 
thereof. The variety of CBD and THC, amount of 
choices in both flower and Hash was large. All the 
other cannabis products that we have come to expect 
here in Canada a variety of edibles and other 
concentrates. It was really pleasant, oh from a 
Canadian view the little teeny room for the clean joint 
(non tobacco) smokers was hilarious. Just freaking 
hilarious!

And the end you get your ass back to where you are 
staying and then you have to try and pack all the stuff 
you got! Gave the night Desk girl in the Hostel a bag of 
all sorts of things from Spannabis and Canada once I 
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This is to inform you that a government response to 
Petition E-1864, which was signed on the petitions 
website of the House of Commons, was tabled on May 
27, 2019. Initiated by James OHara from Toronto, 
Ontario, on October 3, 2018, the Petition to the House of 
Commons stated:
Whereas:

Health care is a human right and no Canadian should be 
denied access to prescription medicine they need to be 
healthy;

A “medical cannabis product” is a cannabis product sold 
for medical purposes pursuant to a licence for the sale of 
cannabis for medical purposes granted in accordance 
with the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act or the 
Cannabis Act;

Although medical cannabis does not have a Drug 
Identification Number (DIN), it is produced and sold in a 
highly regulated regime;

Patients who are legally authorized/prescribed cannabis 
for medical purposes can legally purchase quality-
controlled cannabis for medical purposes from a Health 
Canada licensed producer;

The Canada Revenue Agency considers cannabis for 
medical purposes a tax-deductible medical expense; 
and the Government of Canada allows for reasonable 
access to medical cannabis for all Canadians who have 
been authorized to use it by a health-care practitioner.

We, the undersigned, residents and citizens of Canada, 
call upon the House of Commons to:

1. Support Motion M-198 and reverse its decision to 
apply an excise duty to cannabis sold for medical 
purposes;

2. Recognize that cannabis for medical purposes should 
be exempt from any taxes, including the new excise tax, 
after the passage of Bill C-74;

3. Zero-rate the medical cannabis tax in line with all other 
prescription medicines; and

4. Exempt medical cannabis products from any 
additional taxes in order to allow for reasonable access 
to medical cannabis for all Canadians authorized to use 
it by a health-care practitioner.

RESPONSE TO PETITION 
 
PETITION NO.: 421-03368 
BY: MR. JULIAN (NEW WESTMINSTER-BURNABY) 
DATE: APRIL 9, 2019 
 
Response by the Minister of Finance

The federal government has implemented a new 
excise duty framework for cannabis products that is 
designed to support the goals of legalization by 
keeping taxes low to help eliminate the illicit market. 
This includes applying the same excise duties and 
taxes on cannabis for medical purposes as cannabis 
for non-medical purposes. 

The excise duty framework generally applies to 
cannabis products that contain tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), the primary psychoactive compound of 
cannabis. However, packaged fresh and dried 
cannabis products and cannabis oils that contain 
concentrations of no more than 0.3 per cent THC, and 
consequently have little to no associated psychoactive 
effects, are generally not subject to the excise duty. 
Also, in accordance with the THC-based rate 
proposed in Budget 2019 for cannabis oils and new 
classes of cannabis products, low-THC products will 
also generally be subject to lower excise duties than 
before, providing further tax relief for cannabis 
products typically used by individuals for medical 
purposes. 

Pharmaceutical products derived from cannabis are 
exempt from the excise duty, provided that the 
cannabis product has a Drug Identification Number 
(DIN) and can only be acquired through a prescription. 
Work is also being undertaken by Health Canada to 
evaluate the drug review and approval process so that 
Canadians in need have better access to an array of 
medicinal options. 

With respect to the application of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) to cannabis products, the general 
policy approach governing the GST treatment of drugs 
is to relieve drugs prescribed by a medical practitioner 
and dispensed by a pharmacist. Limiting the GST 
zero-rating (i.e., tax relief) to prescription drugs is the 
most practical way to ensure that the relief is effectively 
targeted. Cannabis for medical purposes is not 
acquired pursuant to a prescription. Therefore, sales 
are taxable under the GST. 

You can view the response online, on the petitions website, at www.petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-1864
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